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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

(or the
Middle Disttict of Geoigia

Melvin Javier Lopez Mejia

— Petitioner
v Case No. 4:26-cv-1108-CDL-ALS
T Supplied by Clerk of Court)

N e e e S N e N i e’

Warden,Stewart Detencion Center

T Respondent -
(name of warden or authorized person having custodv of petitioner)

PETITION FOR A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS UNDER 28 U.S.C. § 2241

Personal Information

1 (8) Your full name:  Melvin Javier L opez Mejia
(b} Other names you hase uged: hone
2, Place of confinement:

(a) Name of institution: Stewart Detention Center Lumpkin ,Georgia

(b) Address: Stewart Detention Center 146 CCA Road, Lumpking, Georgia 31815

(c) Your identification number: ,&X o -
3. Are you currently being held on orders by:

# Federal authorities 3 Statc authorities O Other - explain:
4. Are you currently: i

T A pretrial detainee (waiting for trial on criminal charges)
T Serving a sentence (incarceration, parole, probation, etc.) after having been convicted of a crime
If'you are currently serving a sentence, provide:
(a) Name and locauon of court that sentenced you:

(b) Docket number of criminal case:

(c) Date of sentencing:
#Being held on an immigration charge
T Other (explain):

Decision or Action You Are Challenging

5. What are you challenging in this petition:
JHow your sentence is being carried out, calculated, or credited by prison or parole authorities (for example,
revocation or calculation of good time credits)
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6.

(1 Pretrial detention

®mmigration detention

M1 Detainer

(O The validity of your conviction or scntence as imposed (for example, sentence beyond the statutory
maximum or improperly calculated under the sentencing guidelines)

Clisciplinary proceedings

CYOther (explaing:

Provide more information about the decision or action you are challenging:
(a) Name and location of the agency or court: United States Department of justice, Executive Office for

Imruigration Review (EOIR), lmmigration courl Lurnpkin, G% -

(b) Docket number, case number, or opinion number: =

(e) Decision or action you are challenging (for disciplinary proccedings, specify the penaltics x'mpu.sc’d-)-:
The Immigration Judge stated that bond was denied because the record in this case reflected that
respondent was originally encountered and arrested on March 16, 2019 by border patrol after entering U.S

from Mexico. As such, the court finds that it does not have jurisdiction to determine band in this matter

(d) Date of the decision or actiont  n7/04/9008
e o MU' 1 &e™T| £\ J £a\D

Your Earlier Challenges of the Decision or Action

First appeal

Did you appeal the decision, file a grievance, or seck an administrative remedy?
OYes ®No

(a) If"Yes.” provide:

(1) Name of the authorily, agency, or court:

(2) Date of filing:

(3) Docket number, case number, or opinion number:
(4) Result:

() Dale of 1esult

(6) lssues raised:

(L) Il you answered “No,” explain why )0;&(] not appeal:  Petitioner did no appeal because his attc;mey
withdrew from representation. Petitioner is still detained and is unable to obtain legal representation to

pursue an administrative appeal due to financial hardship. Petitioner is filing this habeas petition pro se.
Second appeal

After the first appeal, did you file a second appeal to a higher authority, agency, or court?
TIYes ®'No
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(a) If “Yes,” provide:
(1) Name of the authority, agency, or court:

(2) Date of filing:
(3) Docket number, case nunber, or opun(jumanbu o
(4) Result

(5) Date of result: )

(6) Tssues raised:

(b) lf‘ybu answered ‘;No,” explain why you did not file a second appéal:
Petitioner is filing this habeas petition pro se.

9. Third appeal

After the second appeal, did you file a third appeal to a higher authority, agency. or court?
OYes #No
(a) If“Yes,” provide:

(1) Name of the authority, agency, or court:

(2) Date of filing:
(3) Docket mumber, case nuimnber, or opinion number;
(4) Result:

(5) Date of result:
(6) Issucs raised:

Petitioner is filing this habeas petition pro se.

10.  Motion under 28 U.S.C. § 2255

In this petition, are you challenging the validity of your conviction or sentence as imposed?

O Yes @'No

If “Yes,” answer the following:

(a) Have you already filed a motion under 28 U.S.C. § 2255 that challenged this conviction or sentence?
3 Yes #No
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L1

If *Yes,” provide:
(1) Name of court:
(2) Case number: 7
(3) Date of filing; B
(4) Result:

(5) Date of result’ o

(6) Issues raised:

(b)  Have you ever filed a motion in a United States Court of Appeals under 28 U.S.C. § 2244(b)(3)(A).
secking permission to file a second or successive Section 2255 motion to challenge this conviction or
sentence?

O Yes # No
[f*Yes,” provide:
(1) Name of court:

(2) Case number;
(3) Date of filing:
(4) Result:

(5) Date of result:
(6) Issues raised:

(c) Explain why the remedy under 2§ U.S.C. § 2255 1s inadequate or neftective to challenge your
conviction or sentence:

Appeals of n'r'm.lingmfaﬂli(m proceedings
Does this case concern immigration proceedings?
HYes O No
If“Yes,” provide:
(a) Date you were taken into immigration custody: 07/08/2026

(b) Date of the removal or reinstaternent order: B
(c) Did you file an appeal with the Board of Immigration Appeals?
T Yes ™ No
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If*Yes,” provide:
(1) Date of filing:

(2) Case number;

(3) Result:

(4) Date of result:

(5) Issues raised:

(d) Ind you appeal the decision to the United States Court of Appeals?

T Yes
If*Yes.” provide:
(1) Name of court’ B

#1 No

(2) Dale of filing:
(3) Case number:
(4) Resuylt:

(5) Date of result:

(6) Issues raised:

Other appeals

Other than the appeals you listed above, have you filed any other petition, application, or motion about the issues

raised in this petition?
OYes
If“Yes,” provide:

#1No

(a) Kind of petition, motion, or application:
(b) Name of the authority, agency, or court:

(c) Date of filing:

(d) Docket number, case number, or opinion number:

(e) Result: o
(f) Date of result:

(g) Issucs raised:
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Grounds for Your Challenge in This Petition

13. State every ground (reason) that supports your claim that you are being held in violation of the Constitution,
laws, o1 trealigs of the United States. Altach additioual pages if you have inote than four grounds. State the
facts supporting cach ground. Any legal arguments must be submitted in a separate memorandum.

GROUND ONE- Petitioner is being unlawfully detained by ICF d?‘%plt? having a pending asylum application and

without being afforded appropnate rellef from contlnued detention Petlt!oner Is not subject to final order of
remaoval

J Suppotling faCts (he brief Do nat cate -tmuse\ o1 law ).
ICE detained Pettitioner on july 8 2026 after He was arrested by local police for driving without driver's license.He

has no criminal convictions. lle has a pending asylum application that has been pending for a few years. | le fears
returmng to Honduras and continues to seek protection in the United States

Hig nghts becauce Hie bemg hold dosplto havmg an activo l>mm|grat|on oaso and no serious cnmmal history

_('b*) Did you present Ground One in all appealémtﬁat were available to you’
(IYes #1No

GROUND TWO: Petitioner remains in ICE custody while his asylum application is still pending.his continued
detennon has caused significant hardship to hlm and hlS famlly and is not Justn‘led under the cwcumstances

(a) Supporting facts (Be brief. Do not cite cases or law.):
Petitioner has a pending asylum application and remains in ICF custody while His immigration case is unresolved
Continued detentlon without release is causing hardship and is notjustmed under the circumstances .

(b) Did you present Ground Two in all appeals thal were available to you?
OYes INo

GROUND THREE: Petitioner is not a danger to the community or & flight risk,and his continued detention is ot
Juslfied . - e

(a) Suppdﬁfii’n_é {acts (Be brief Do Hoi cite cases o1 lan M
Petitioner has strong family and community ties in Georgia. He is married and has three minor children who
depend on himn for supporl.He has no criminal convictions and is willing to comply with any conditions of release.

‘(b) Did you present Ground Three in all appeals that were available to you?
AYes #No
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14.

GROUND FOUR: petitioner's continued detention is no longer justified under the circumstances .

that his continued detention is unlawful and requests relief from this court.

(a) Supporting facts (Be brief. Do nof cite caves or law.);
Petitioner's appeared before an immigration Judge for a bond hearing.The immigration judge denied bond,

because the court determined It lacked jurlgdiction to consider his request. Petitioner respectiully conlends

(b) Did you present Ground Four 1n all appeals that were available to you?
T Yes #No

If there arc any grounds that you did not present in all appeals that were available to you, explain why you did
not:  petltioner did not flle an adminlstrative appeal of the bond decislon because Hls attarney withdrew from
representation,and petitioner remained detained and was unable to pursue and was unable to pursue an appeal

without legal assistance.

Request for Relief

15. State exactly what you want the court to do: Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court grant the petition for a
Writ of Habeas Corpus,order his release from ICE custody ,or grant such other relif as the Court deems just and proper

has endurad.
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Declaration Under Penalty Of Perjury

If vou are incarcerated, on what date did you place this petition in the prison mail system:

[ declarc under penaity of perjury that I am the petitioner, i have read this petition or had it read {0 me, and the
information in this petition is true and correct. 1 understand that a false statement of a material fact may serve as the basis
(o1 prosecution for petjuty.

Date: ¢ o/ C/

26l
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