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FILED

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA APR T'3 2026
333 West Broadway, Suife 420 CLERKTE D,é.mm 5
San Diego, California 92101 S0 RN DISTRI PoR
CT OF CALIFORNIA
avﬂ'@m — DEPUTY

RONANGEL DARIEL BRIZUELA SANTAELELA
o

Pefifioner, '26CV2364 TWR DDL

V.

DIRECTOR, OTAY MESA DETENTION CENTER;

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY;
DIRECTOR OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE),
Respondents.

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS
(28 U.S.C.§ 2247)

[. INTROBUCTION

Pefitioner, Ronange! Daniel Brizuela Santasila, respectfully submits this Pefition for a Wit of
Habeas Corpus purstiant fo 28 U.S.C. § 2241, challenging his immigration detention as
unfawfid, arbifrary, and unconstiutional.

Petitioner is a 19-year-ofd high schoo! student in San Diego, with an active immigrafion process
and pending relief, including an affirmafive asylum applicafion before USCIS.

Despite having his case previously ferminated by an immigrafion judge, Petitioner was defained
again by ICE and placed back info removal proceedings, which consfitutes a disproportionate
action conirary to due process.

I JURISDHCTION AND VERUE

This Honorable Court has jurisdiction pursuant to:

28 US.C. § 2241

28 U.S.C. § 1331

Article {, Secfion 9 of the United States Constitufion (Suspension Clause}

Petitioner is detained at the Ofay Mesa Detenfion Center within e Southern Disfrict of
California,

ill. STATEMENT OF FACTS

A. immigrafion History and Re-initiation of Proceedings

Petifioner entered the Unifed States in or around August 2023.

Subsequently, an immigration judge terminated his case without prejudice, due fo the existence
of pending immigrafion refief (TPS)

Pefitioner was granted TPS and later fifed an affirmative asylum apphcatxon {Form 588}, which
is currendly pending before USCIS.
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FHowever, following his defention on March 15, 2026, Pefifioner was placed again info removal
praceedings, despife;

Not having a final order of removal

Having pending immigration refief

Having had his case previously terminated by an immigration judge

This constifutes an arbitrary and unjusfified re-defention.

B. Personal Circumsfances

Petifioner;

Is 12 years ofd

Is an acfive high school student in San Diego

Has no criminal history

Possesses employment authorization and a Social Security number

Has strong family and community ties

Additionally, Pefitioner is potentially eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile Stafus (S1J8) due to
ahandonment by his biological mother, which provides an additional pathway fo immigration
refief.

C. Chreumstances of Detention

On March 15, 2026, Petitioner was defained along with his father at South Shores Park while
performing routine maintenance of their residence (RV).

Pefitioner and his father fully cooperated with (CE officers, did aof resfst, and provided valid
documentation.

Despita their cooperation and active immigration processes, they were defained and transported
fo the Otay Mesa Detentfion Center.

Petitioner:

Has no erminat record

Did not leave the Linifed Stafes

Did not attempt fo re-enter the country

Did not abandon his asylum application

Did not commit any crime

He was detained that same day and has remained in custody since.

He has nof received a bond hearing nor an individuatized custody determination.

Pefifioner is a person of good moral character, a high schoot studenf, and has community
support, as evidenced by letters of recommendation attached herefo.

V. LEGAL GROUNDS

FIRST CLAIM

UNEAWFUL DETENTION — IMPROPER APPLICATION OF INA § 235(b)

Mandatory detention under A § 235(b) applies to individuals seeking admission into the
United States.

At the fime of his detention:

Pefifioner was already physically present in the United Sfates

He was not seeking admission
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He had not departed fhe country

He was not in active proceedings before the Immigration Coutt, as his case had already been
closed since January 2024

The automatic application of § 235(b) in these circumstances constitutes an overly broad
inferpretafion of the stafufe.

Even if the TPS program was later terminated, Pefitioner was already within the United States
and his immigration court case had already been closed, He was not attempting fo re-enter the
cauntry.

Therefore, his defention under a mandatory custody framework lacks proper statutory basis,

SECOND CLAIM

VIOLATION OF DUE PROCESS (FIFTH AMENDMENT)

Petitioner's detention is unconsfitutional because:

There was no final order of removal

He has a pending asylum application

His case was previously terminated by an immigration judge

He was placed back into proceedings without adequate justification

This constitutes arbifrary detention in violation of due process.

immigration detention is civil, not criminal. Therefore, It must be reasonably refated to a
legitimate purpose and accompanfed by adequate procedural safeguards.

in this case:

Petitioner has net received a bond hearing

There has been no individuatized determination of flight risk

There has been no defermination of danger to the community

The Govemment has not demonstrated the necessity of confinued defention

The absence of neufral review renders the detention automatic and arbitrary.

Supreme Court and Ninth Circuit precedent establish that immigration defention must comptly
with due process principles and cannot be prolonged without sufficient tegal justification.

In Zadvydas v. Davis, the Supreme Court held that indefinite detention wifhout a reasonable
liketihood of removal is unconstitutional. Similarly, in Casas-Castrillon v. DHS and Singh v.
Holder, the Ninth Circuit held that individuals without final removal orders are enfifled to bond
hearings, and that the government bears the burden of proving danger or flight risk. In Diouf v.
Napolitano, the court reaffirmed that prolonged defention without adequate judicial review
viotates due process.

Here, Pefitioner has no eriminat history, faces no criminal charges, and poses no danger,
rendering his defention unjusfified.

Detention without a bond hearing violates both substantive and procedural due process.

THIRD CLAIR

ARBITRARY BETENTION OF TPS BENEFICIARY AND ASYLUM APPLICANT

At the time of detention, Petitioner had been granted TPS and had filed an affirmative asylum
application.

He was exercising a statutory right to seek protection from persecution.

The detention of an asylum applicant who:
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Appeared for his proceedings

Is complying with immigration processes

Has no criminal record

Has not atfempled to evade authorifies

without a bond hearing or individualized determination constitutes a disproportionate resfriction
on liberty incompatible with dus process.

V. CONSTITUTIONAL VIOLATIONS

Respondents’ acliong violafe:

1. Fiith Amendment — Due Process Clause

Peditioner has been deprived of kberty without

Neutral hearing

individualized assessment

Proper burden of proof by the Government

Reasoned decision justifying confinued defention

Automatic defention without review consftitufes arbifrary deprivafion of libery.

2. Suspension Clause ~ Article {, Section &

Habeas corpus guarantees meaningful judicial review of defention.

if Pefiioner is held under a rigid inferpretation that prevents real review of the legalify of
detention, the right {o habeas corpus is effectively nuliified.

Deniat of meaningful review violates the Constitution.

vi. REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Petifioner respectfully requests that this Court:

Declare his detenfion unfawiut and unconsktutional;

Order tiat he not be fransferred while this case is pending;

QOrder his immediate release; OR, in the alternative,

QOrder an individualized bond hearing before an immigrafion judge, where the Government bears
the burden of proof;

Grant any other rejief deemed just and proper.

Vil. DESIGNATION OF ADDRESS FOR SERVICE

Pefitioner respectiully requests that alf notices and communications be sent fo the following
address instead of the detention facilify, due to limited access to maif:

6976 Fulton Street

San Diego, CA 9211

viit. VERIFICATION
I, Ronangel Danie! Brizuela Santaelia, declare under penatty of perjury that the foregoing is frue
and comrrect.

Respectfully submitted,
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Ronangel Brizueia

Ronange! Dariiet Brizuela Santaella
Pro Se
— —
.m . 2026
Otay Mesa Detenfion Center
7488 Caizada de la Fuents
San Diego, CA 92154

X CERTIFICATE / PROOF OF SERVICE
[ ceriify that on 04-08-2026, | served a true and correct copy of this Petition upon:

LS. Altorney — Southern District of Califorria
880 Front Street, Room 6283
San Diego, CA 92101

Secretary of Homelarwd Security
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528

Director, U.8. Immigration and Cusfoms Enforcenent
500 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20536

ICE — OPLA San Diego
880 Front Street, Suite 2246
San Diego, CA 82101

Director, Gfay Mesa Detention Center
7488 Calzada de la Fuente
San Diego, CA 92154




Case 3:26-cv-02364-TWR-DDL  Document 1

Ronangel Brizucla

Ronange! Daniel Brizuela Santaelfa
Pro Se
= ——
ateq: 8-20.26
Laocation: Ofay Mesa Detenfion Cenfer
7488 Calzada de Iz Fuenfe
San Diego, CA 92154
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Giater Fobiruary 13, 2026
Regarding: Honango! Brizuets
Paront? Quardion: Ringon, Yonnymar

Address [
San Olega, CANSE

S ——
|
Grade Lovel; (0
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T Wham i M&g Connaen:

Ronargal Bel2uaks has boen anvolled at $a4 Dicge Werklarco fsnavatan High since 1132024 o Progeel
Pleasa contact us if pou have any questiong,

Thank you,
T& mara mpﬁml bz favigts
Gudino Qe 1SN T mara Guding Reglstrar
Stalf Signatyra Ponted Nama Tile
fnnovalion High Schioot

—_—— — - - - T Tt Lo T ULV R——
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Mearch 19, 3036
T Whow € May Cuncern,

£ ans wriritg dhis fetter o expeess my siocere sad supporrive resommendation oo Beful€of
Ranangel Dandel Brizuctx who is 2 student at San Diiego Warkforcn fonovation Htigh Schoot,
Buring his time, { fave w ifnesve is acafomic seldevements and peeseaal developmnent. fve
also fad the apportunity tn wark with it one-on-sie W0 help prepate foe fit future,

Rowngel has cansistently demansteated qualitics o€ corponsibility, hoavsty und {nfegnity, te
Cabfills bris school expeetations by attending bis scheduled weekly appoinmmuents witk frix
Supenvising teacher, tuming in | eredit per wedk and mecting with aue far foring. Als e
participatey in expertential learning by mending cotfege field wrips: He wants to pursuc Ris
education i music.

Fustharmore, lse has been meating with otsr JAG Speciatist tu gam invaluable skills lacowasiag
kix cmployabtlity, Revently, hie aftended g job fair. F ase bad the plesseass of kiowing Ronragel
for 2 years g be fus o strong detive to acliete, fexm and socceal fn fife.

Bloase feel freo to contact me if you have any furither questions or roquite additional information.
F e mmore thun happy to discuss Rosangel's character further, Thank sou fr vouur titne sint
consideration,

Sincevely,

Murcedes Carter

Parapeefessional Tutwe

Sam Divpoe Wekionce innonntion High School at Clty Herghts

Scanned with |
8 camScanner’;
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March 19, 2025

To Wham #ay Concerm,

6 ans wriling (is fefter o bohalt of Daniel Brizusty i stroag supredt of his chatacler and
lev consideration of s immigration casa. { have had tha pleasufe of working vdth Canie! as ong
of his {eachars at (nnavatioa High Schoot - Cay Malghts, and | ean canfidentfy say thithe (s an

excoptional sludenl,

Hiaciet it u dedicatod and hardwotkdng student who carnsistenily damonstralas & strang
conirritment ta his aducation, He fakes Eis seadamic responsibitios senousty, compleles g
work diligently, and shows gonuing effort In all tnat ho doas. Beyead his acadamics, Oanletis
eespectiul, pefite, and kind to bolt stalf and his peers. He s tho type of sludentwho sels &
strong example for otfters. through his behavior and aftitude. Daniol conmunicates respectlully,
foliows theough on expeactations, and shows a sfncérzr dosite o succaed and builf a belter

future for himsell, His delormsnation and persevarance are buly commandabla,

I strongly hebeve that Daniel has a bright fulure ahead of him and wilf continua to b 2
positive and conlribufing member of his community. [ respectfully as« that you take i¥s -

characler, work athic, and dadication info considaration,

If yous have any questions of need rliar Infarraation, please do nat hesitate (o cantact mg,

Sineerely,
drs. Castaneda
Lead Teacher | Scienca Teacher

langvation High Schoot - City Haights

Scanned with |
{8 CamScanner™
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A earnaiife.

March 20,2026
To Whom It May Conrass,

My name is Jossica Mcenaa, and § serve as the schook counsilor &t San Diege Wotklores
Innovation High Scheo!, located fn tho City Haights community of Sar fliagn. { m weilng on
behalf of our student, Ranangaf Oarel Brizeaty, whom we refer ta a5 Uaniol ot camipess

Danls has been ansalied at our school since Dacember 2024 and tias been o valued
mizrber of our sehoot commually. He Is a rutrdworking, raapectful, and insightfus studsnt
wha consistently demonsirates & sttong commitmeant to big educatiae, Baniaé kas
misinfained excellort academic porformance and hus aclively participated In a varlety of

aextrrsurticuiar activites,

‘Buzing bis time on eampus, Dandel has ongaged (n positive and construchvé pussints,
including practicing guitar. Most recantly, he prurticipatad in our Biack blistory Montl avents
and attended a ficks inp on March 12, 2026, (o a local community cottege, During this visit,
Baniat exprassed & strong interast in the Culinaty Arta progent 3nd was actively engagad
infearding abiout pust-secondarny oppartunities and planaing for fits future.

At prasent, Danlet has 38 credis remaining (o complete tha roquirements for his high s¢hoof
diplama. He has worked difigently toimprovy his English peoficlaricy and remalns commified

ta succassiully copipleling tis high schoot education. My wish is that he can contings bl
edycatian with us and create a beautiful and safe futurg for bimself and his family,

Thank you lor your ime and consideratinm,

(flhin

Jessica MeKeana

School Counselor

Scanned with |

&8 CamScanner:




innovation high

» [Mearndlife

Margh 20, %26

Fram: Syt Motiles, Supersing Tadches, Sua Disgo Warkfuroe fratwition Bigh Gechoao! in City Heights,
Laxmilife Schools

T Yham it May Concormn,

¢ tfa'g_e_ ket Banlol (Ronanger} Brzuety sinos Decemter of 2024, Lamhis Supenvisng Teacher al
fanavation High School in City Hegitis and azso hava buen hix English arv Music taschar,

Buring thiz past year and soveral menths | bave soon Oanlel apply hunsalt serlaualy and onttusixsicdly
o s stutien. Mis English bas lpeoved tremondousty and ke is abways eraking en effort b conlitue
impraving by speaiing muss of e tive & Englsly.

‘Badng tha falk semastar of this current academic yans, (July, 2025 - Janwary, 2083). Daald campleted
xoveral Cradits lowards his high schioof Chpioma with an GutsTantling grade ponf average of 3.85.

Dariet al30 nas attendsd Fis woakly appointrants af school songistenty o e, He seaks dut falp whon
ha needs assistarce. Dandet in akeayy seckiog oot ways fo-b3em and imgrove, foc examipla, by attending
Saveral warkshops and fiald trips that aur school otlers, He takes tis education serusly and hay
camplofeds ok of e State of Caldnenia tests for kigh schocl students durng tis (eng at our schcal,

Qantat is a tagpactil, kind are regpoasttle prrsor. Ko ragularty comaricatss with me by ol of taxt.
have seen Daasel in his iInferacticns with alber stedants, stall and achars ond 3 impecssos ma vab s
kintdriess, matudty. sonce of humor wnd genecosrty,

Ity wdsts 33 thal e cion coalinga fo week lowards complatag s high schedl egunsfan wilh us gt
cantinun (o thne.

Tk You for pour lime and considesation,
Sincorely, . ‘
y-lines /77“' N

Syben Mlocafos
Supardising Teschar
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