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FILED | 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT — 

PR T'3 2026 SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

333 West Broadway, Suite 420 
. weet CLERK.U.S. 

San Diego, California 92101 SOUT RN DISTRICT OF OAS UNIA 
BY DEPUTY 

RONANGEL DANIEL BRIZUELA SANTAELLA 
ee 

Petifioner, 26 CV2364 TWR DDL 

Vv. 

DIRECTOR, OTAY MESA DETENTION CENTER; 

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; 

DIRECTOR OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT {ICE}, 

Respondents. 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
(28 U.S.C. § 2241) 

[. INFRODUCTION 
Petitioner, Ronange! Daniel Brizuela Santaella, respectfully submits this Petition for a Writ of 

Habeas Corpus pursttant to 28 U.S.C. § 22414, challenging his immigration detention as 
unlawful, arbifrary, and unconstitutional. 

Petitioner is a 19-year-cid high school student in San Diego, with an active immigration process 
and pending retief, including an affirmative asylum application before USCIS. 

Despite having his case previously terminated by an immigration judge, Petitioner was detained 

again by ICE and pfaced back info removal proceedings, which constitutes a disproportionate 

action contrary fo due process. 

it. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
This Honorable Court has jurisdiction pursuant fo: 
28 U.S.C. § 2241 
28 U.S.C. § 1334 
Articie t, Section 9 of the United States Constitution (Suspension Clause} 

Petitioner is detained at the Ofay Mesa Detention Center within fhe Southern District of 

Cafifomia. 

fll. STAFEMENT OF FACTS 

A. immigration History and Re-initiation of Proceedings 

Petitioner entered fhe United States in or around August 2023. 
Subsequently, an immigration judge terminated his case without prejudice, due to the existence 

of pending immigration relief (TPS). 
Pefifioner was granted TPS and later filed an affirmative asylum application (Form [-589), which 

is currently pending before USCIS. 
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However, following his detention on March 15, 2026, Petitioner was placed again into removal 

praceedings, despite: 

Not having a final order of removal 

Having pending immigration relief 

Having had his case previously terminated by an immigration judge 

This constitutes an arbitrary and unjustified re-defention. 

B. Personal Circumstances 

Petitioner: 

Is 19 years ofd 

ls an active high school student in San Diego 

Has no criminal history 

Passesses employment authorization and a Social Security number 

Has strong family and community ties 

Additionally, Petitioner is potentially eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) due to 

abandonment by his biological mother, which provides an additional pathway to immigration 

relief. 

C. Circumstances of Detention 

On March 15, 2026, Petitioner was detained along with his father at South Shores Park while 

performing routine maintenance of their residence (RV). 

Petitioner and his father fully cooperated with [CE officers, did not resist, and provided valid 

documentation. 

Despite their cooperation and active Immigration processes, they were detained and transported 

to the Otay Mesa Detention Center. 

Petifioner: 

Has no ertminal record 

Did not leave the United Stafes 

Did not attempt fo re-enter the country 

Did not abandon his asylum application 

Did not commit any crime 
He was detained that same day and has remained in custody since. 

He has not received a bond hearing nor an individualized custody determination. 

Petitioner is a person of good moral character, a high school student, and has community 

support, as evidenced by letters of recommendation atlached herefo. 

IV. LEGAL GROUNDS. 
FIRST CLAIM 

UNLAWFUL DETENTION — IMPROPER APPLICATION OF INA § 235(b) 

Mandatory detention under INA § 235(b} applies to individuals seeking admission Into the 

United States. 

At the time of fis detention: 

Petitioner was already physically present in the United States 

He was not seeking admission 
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He had not departed fhe country 

He was not in active proceedings before the Immigration Court, as his case had already been 
closed since January 2024 
The automatic application of § 235(b) in these circumstances constitutes an averly broad 
interpretation of the statute. 
Even if the TPS program was tater terminated, Petitioner was already within the United States 
and his immigration court case had already been closed. He was not attempting to re-enter the 
country. 

Therefore, his detention under a mandatory custody framework lacks proper statutory basis. 

SECOND CLAIM 
VIOLATION OF DUE PROCESS (FIFTH AMENDMENT} 
Petitioner's detention is unconstitutional because: 
There was no final order of removal 

He has a pending asylum application 
His case was previously terminated by an immigration judge 
He was placed back into proceedings without adequate justification 
This constitutes arbitrary detention in violation of due process. 
immigration defention is civil, not criminal. Therefore, it must be reasonably related to a 
legitimate purpose and accompanied by adequate procedural safeguards. 
in this case: 

Petitioner has not received a bond hearing 
There has been no individualized determination of flight risk 

There has been no defermination of danger fo the community 
The Government has not demonstrated the necessity of continued detention 
‘The absence of neutral review renders the detention aufomatic and arbitrary. 
Supreme Court and Ninth Circuit precedent establish that immigration detention must comply 
with due process principles and cannot be prolonged without sufficient fegal justification. 
In Zadvydas v. Davis, the Supreme Court held that indefinite detention without a reasonable 
likelihood of removal is unconstitutional. Similarly, in Casas-Castrillon v. DHS and Singh v. 
Holder, the Ninth Circuit held that individuals without final removal orders are anfitled fo bond 
hearings, and that the government bears the burden of proving danger or flight risk. In Diouf v. 
Napolitano, the court reaffirmed that prolonged detention without adequate judicial raview 

viofates. due process. 

Here, Petitioner has no criminal history, faces no criminal charges, and poses ne danger, 
rendering his detention unjustified. 

Detention without a bond hearing violates bofh substantive and procedural due process. 

THIRD CLAIM 
ARBITRARY DETENTION OF TPS BENEFICIARY AND ASYLUM APPLICANT 
At the time of detention, Petitioner had been granted TPS and had filed an affirmative asylum 
application. 

He was exercising a statutory right fo seek protection from persecution. 

The detention of an asylum applicant who: 
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Appeared for his proceedings 

fs complying with immigration processes 

Has no criminal record 

Has not alfempted to evade authorities 

without a bond hearing or individualized determination constitutes a2 disproportionate restriction 

on liberty incompatible with due process. 

V. CONSTITUTIONAL VIOLATIONS 
Respondents’ actions violate: 

1. Fifth Amendment ~ Due Process Clause 

Petitioner has been deprived of liberty without: 

Neutral hearing 

individualized assessment 

Proper burden of proof by the Government 

Reasoned decision justifying continued detention 

Automatic detention without review constitufes arbitrary deprivation of liberty. 

2. Suspension Clause ~ Article |, Section 

Habeas corpus guarantees meaningful judicial review of detention. 

If Petitioner fs held under a rigid interpretation that prevents real review of the legality of 

detention, the right to habeas corpus is effectively nullified. 

Deniat of meaningful review violates the Consfitution. 

Vi. REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court: 

Declare his detention unlawful and unconstitutional; 
Order that he not be transferred while this case is pending; 

Order his immediate release; OR, in the alternative, 

Order an individualized bond hearing before an immigration judge, where the Government bears 

the burden of proof; 

Grant any other relief deemed just and proper. 

Vil. DESIGNATION OF ADDRESS FOR SERVICE 
Petitioner respectfully requests that all notices and cormmunications be sent to the following 

address instead of the detention facility, due to limited access to mail: 
6976 Fulton Street 

San Diego, CA 92111 

Vill. VERIFICATION 
I, Ronangel Daniel Brizuela Santaella, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregaing Is true 

and correct. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Ronangel Brizuela 
Ronangel Danief Brizuela Santaeffa 

Pro Se 
Eee 

__— ——_| 2026 
Otay Mesa Detention Center 
7488 Caizada de fa Fuente 

San Diego, CA 92154 

IX. CERTIFICATE / PROOF OF SERVICE 

I certify that on 04-08-2026, i served a true and correct copy of this Petition upon: 

U.S. Aitorney — Southern District of Catifornia 

880 Front Street, Room 6293 

San Diego, CA $2101 

Secretary of Homeland Security 

2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE 

Washington, DC 20528 

Director, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

500 12th Street SW 

Washington, DC 20536 

[CE — OPLA San Diego 

880 Front Street, Suite 2246 

San Diego, CA 92101 

Director, Ofay Mesa Detention Center 

7488 Caizada de fa Fuente 

San Diego, CA 92154 
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Ronangel Brizuela 

Ronange! Daniel Brizuela Santaella 
Pro Se 
—eEe 

ated: §-2026 

Location: Ofay Mesa Detention Center 

7488 Caizada de la Fuente 

San Diego, CA 92154 

Filed 04/13/26 PagelD.6 Page 6 of 17 
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All 
Innovation hig 

Gate: February 18, 2026 

Regarding: Hananget Brizuels 

Paronté Guardian: Rincon, Yannymar 

Addtess ial 
San Oleqa, CAD 

ae 

— 

A Wet NE me oe 

To Whar [f May Concern: 

Rorargal Grzuets has oun anroted af San Diego Workforce Inna 

Preasa contact us if you have any questions, 

Thank you, 

Oytetpripne tb: fawets 
abies 
Peter In7662 
<a C0" 

Tamara 

Gudino IES Tomara Gudine 

Staff Signature Painted Name 

fnnovalion High Schact 

led 04/13/26 PageiD.13 Page 13 of 

h 

eaten High sinca 1A1BZ0E4 to Proceed, 
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Marek 19, 2636 

‘Fa Whons ft May Concert, 

E ane writing chis fetter ta vxpeess sy sincere and suppartive reconimendation an Bekutlel 

Ronangel Daniel Heizuola whe i¢ a student at San Dicge Workforce Innovation Figh Schoet, 

Daring his tine, f have « ifnexsed His academic acldevements and personal development. f've 

also had the apporuntty te wark with hin one-on-one t6 help pecpate fac bis future, 

Rowingel has consistently demansteated qualities of cesponsibitity, honesty ancl fofegeity, He 

Galfitls his sclool expectations by attertding his wheduled weekly appointments weitly fils 
Supervising teacher, taming in f credit pce week and rttecting with ac for lafaring. Als, hte 

participates in experiential learning by attending college field trips: Ele, wants to pursuc his 
education it: nvusic. 

Furthermore. he has been meting wetl our JAG Speciatist to gan invalusite shill: increasing 

his employability, Recently, he attended a jab fair. t have fad the pleasant af knowing Ronaagel 
foe 2 years aed he has 4 strong desire to achieve, fexm and succecsl in fie. 

Please feel free te contact me if you have any further questions or require additional information, 
Pant tore than happy to discuss Redangel's character further. Thank vou fur yuur titae and 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mercedes Carter 

Parapeofessional Tuer 

San Diego Werkforce fnnevatian High School at City Heights 

Scanned with =; 
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Marety 19, 2025 

To Weam {t May Cancer, 

fan writing (itis fetter oe bohalf af Daniel Grizusts ln strong suprart of his character aad 

in consideration of hig immigration cage. { rave had tha pleasure of working «ith Oaniel as one 

of his feachaes at Innovation High Schoot — City Haighls, ard | ean cantidently say that be (6 an 

exceptional student, 

Oaniet i¢ 9 dedicated and hardworklag student whe consistently darnonstrates a strong 

contnitment to his education, He fakes bis academic responsibiitios saricusty, completes his 

work diigently, and shows gonuirie effort in alt that he deas. Boyoad his acadamics, Dantefis 

respectful, polite, and kind to belts stalf and his puots. He (s the type of student who sels 

strong example for otters through his behavior and attitude, Daniel communicates respectfully, 

follows through on expectations, and shows @ sincere dosira to suceaed and build a better 

future for himself, His delemuination and persevacance ate bufy commendable, 

I strongly hebeve that Daniel has a bright (uture aftead af him and vall continue to be & 

positive and contributing member of his community. { respectfully as& that you take tis - 

character, work efttic, and dadicatian inte consideration. 

If you have any questions or need further Information. please do nat hesitate ta canfact mig. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Castaneda 

Lead Teacher { Science Teacher 

lanovation High Schoo! ~ City Heights 

1 Sea : 

2B CamScanner! 
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March 20,2026 

Yo Whom It May Convass, 

My name is Jessica McKenna, and f serve as the sctioot counselor al San Diega Workforee 
innovation High Schost, located fn tte City Heights community af Sar Giago. faim writrg or 
oehalf of cur student, Ranangel Oarvel Brizesta, whom Wwe fefer to ax Caniol om campus 

Danlat has beer ettolled at our school since Daceniber 2024 and lias been 3 valued 
member of cur scheol community. He Is a fitdworking, respectful, and insightful stuart 
whe consistently damanstrates a strong commitment to hs educa tiac. Oaniai has 
miinfained excellent academic porfommanca and has actively participated In a varlety of 
extraguricular activites, 

‘During fils tre of campus, Danlef has engaged in positive and constructve pucsizits, 
including practicing guitar. Most recantly. he participated in our Black Flistory Mont avonts 
and attended a field trip ort Match: 12, 2026, fo a focal community catlege, During this visit, 
Oaniat expressed a strong interest in the Culinary Arta progrant and wes actively engagad 
In fearting about post-secondary opportunities and planning for hts future. 

At present, Oanlet has 38 credits remaining (o complete tha requirements for his high schoat 
diploma. He has worked diligently fo improve his English proficiancy and ramains committed 
to sucessfully completing tis high school education. My wish is that he can continua his. 
aducatidn with us and create a beautiful and safe future for himself and his feenily. 

Thank you for your time and cansideration. 

bmn 
Jessica iteXenna 

School Counsefor 

Scanned with 
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ey a ai bee 

Hares 23, 2626 

From: Syiéa Motales, Supervising Taaches, San Diego Wareluece innovation High Scheal in City teights, 
LoamtU% Schools 

To Whaat it May Concerns, 

f trae kntyert Qanint (Fonanget} Srizucts singe Decanter of 2028, tunthis Supervising Teacher at 
fanavation High School in Cty Heghis and aio have been his Engisit anf Music faachar. 

During thiz past yaar and sevaraf months [Have soon Oanlel apply hinsalt serousty art orttuniasiicgly 
fo his siudies. Mis Engliniy nasfengoved remendously and he ts always raking en offort 66 contious 
improving by sacaking mast of Gio tin t1 Engheh. 
“During the fait semester of this current academic yunr, (July, 2025 - faeuacy, 2025). Daalel campleted 
severat credits towards his high school dipioma with ant Gutslanding qradé gaat average Of 3.25. 

Danial atte nas attended His wonky appdinimass af school cansistenty om time. He scoks out falp when 
he needs assustarce. Danial is aheays seckiag out ways fo Wwam and irote, for oxanipla, by aliending 

Saworal workshops and felt trips that aur setae offers. He takes Ms education secousty anid has 
completed a of the State of Caléneniz teats for high schoc! studants during lis Geng at our school, 

Oaniet is a easpectiul, kind and teiponsitde person. Ka raguiady communicates with mo ty email of text. f 

have seen Danial ia hig interactions with alher studants, stall and tankers até fa leipeessos ma wills his. 
Kindness, maturty, sence of humor and genecasity, 

ty wistr 3 that be can codbirius fo week lowards: completing it’s high school eduetfion with us aret 

continue fo tree. 

Thank you for your lime and connidecation. 

Sincoraty, . : 

glna fy} ake 
Sybéa Moratos 
Suparscsing Teacher 
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