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INTRODUCTION 

~ —-——-— 

. Petitioner Tao Zhang ("Petitioner" or "Mr. Zhang"), a native and citizen of the People's 

Republic of China, is being unlawfully and arbitrarily detained by U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement ("ICE") at the Imperial Regional! Detention Facility in Calexico, 

California. Mr. Zhang has resided in the United States for nearly three years, during which 

time he has been a law-abiding, hardworking member of his community, serving as a truck 

driver to support his family. 

. He is the devoted father of a seven-year-old son in China and the son of elderly parents in 

their eighties living in rural China. Despite having no criminal history and a pending, 

meritorious asylum claim based 1 — ae ——‘ fi agents abruptly 

arrested Mr. Zhang on March 26, 2026, approximately 100 miles from Los Angeles, and 

transferred him to a high-security detention facility. This sudden detention has plunged his 

family into profound financial and emotional! distress and has severely aggravated the health 

conditions of his elderly parents. 

. Mr. Zhang’s continued detention is legally unsupportable and violates both statutory law and 

the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment. Because the Board of Immigration Appeals 

("BIA") previously remanded the record for a new decision, there is currently no final order 

of removal in effect. Consequently, Mr. Zhang is a non-citizen in ongoing Section 240 

removal proceedings, yet he is being denied the fundamental right to an individualized bond 

hearing. 

. Furthermore, Respondents’ reliance on categorical bars to detention, such as those recently 

challenged and vacated in the Central District of California in Maldonado Bautista v. DHS, 

cannot override Mr. Zhang’s constitutional right to be free from arbitrary civil imprisonment. 

Because Mr. Zhang's underlying asylum claim is based on documented past persecution 
nn . 

a bis ultimate success on the 
merits is highly probable, rendering his current detention neither reasonable nor related to a 

legitimate government purpose. 

2 
EMERGENCY PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 



Case | 26-cv-01986-RBM-BJW Document1 Filed 03/30/26 PagelID.3 Page 3 of17 

C
e
o
 

A 
Ww
W 

&®
 

| 
NH
N 

w
e
 

WN
 

WY
 

WN
 

WN
 

NW
N 

NW
N 

WN
 

HN
 

|
 

|
 

=
F
 

FF
 

FS
 

S
O
S
 

O
E
 

l
l
l
 

e
o
 

ns
 

HA
 

A
 

ke
 

WS
 

NY
 

se
 

SF
 

C
O
 

f
F
 

D
T
 

BA
 

WU
 

Fb
 

HH
 

WN
 

=
 

O
O
 

—— 

5. Petitioner brings this Emergency Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus to end his unlawful 

detention. This Court should issue the Writ and order Mr. Zhang's immediate release, or, in 

the alternative, order an immediate bond hearing before a neutral adjudicator where the 

Government bears the burden of proving by clear and convincing evidence that his continued 

detention is necessary. 

CUSTODY 

6. Petitioner Tao Zhang (AQ is currently civilly imprisoned in the legal and 

physical custody of Respondents. Mr. Zhang is being detained at the Imperial Regional Adult 

Detention Facility, located at 1572 Gateway Road, Calexico, CA 92231. 

JURISDICTION 

7. This action arises under the Constitution of the United States and the Immigration and 

Nationality Act ("INA"), 8 U.S.C, § 1101 et seq. 

8. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this Verified Emergency Petition for Writ of 

Habeas Corpus pursuant to 28 U.S C. § 2241 (habeas corpus), 28 U.S.C. § 1331 (federal 

question), 28 U.S C. § 1651 (the All Writs Act), and Article I, Section 9, Clause 2 of the 

United States Constitution (the Suspension Clause) 

VENUE 

9. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Southern District of California 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391{b) and (e) and 28 U.S.C. § 2241 (a). Petitioner Tao Zhang (A# 

249-256-243) is currently detained by Respondents at the Imperial Regiona! Detention 

Facility, located at 1572 Gateway Road, Calexico, CA 92231, 

10. The Imperial Regional Detention Facility is located within Imperial County, which falls 

within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Southern District of California. Under the well- 

established "immediate custodian rule," the proper venue for a habeas petition is the judicia! 

district where the prisoner is confined and where the immediate custodian is located. In this 

case, the immediate physical custodian is the Warden of the Imperial Regional Detention 

Facility. 
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~ operations within the San Diego area, which includes the Otay Mesa Detention Center. He 

is a legal custodian of Petitioner and is sued in his official capacity. 

23. Jeremy Casey is the Warden of the Imperial Regional Detention Facility. He is the immediate 

physical custodian of Petitioner, exercising day-to-day control over his confinement. He is 

sued in his official capacity. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

24. Petitioner Tao Zhang is a 42-year-old native and citizen of the People's Republic of China. 

He currently has a pending application for asylum and withholding of removal based on his 

a —— ee Exhibit A. Form 1-589 filed by Mr. 

Tao Zhang. 

25. Mr. Zhang arrived in the United States near Otay Mesa, CA, on or about July 26, 2023. He 

was not then admitted or paroled after inspection by an Immigration Officer. Exhibit B. 

NTA. 

26, On December 22, 2023, the Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") issued a Notice to 

Appear ("NTA"), charging Mr. Zhang with removability under INA § 212(a)(6){A)(i) as a 

noncitizen present in the United States without being admitted or paroled, Jd. 

27. Following his initial processing, Mr. Zhang was released into the interior of the United 

States. He established a stable residence in Flushing, New York, where he lived and worked 

for nearly three years. 

28 During his time in the United States, Mr. Zhang has been a law-abiding member of the 

community with no criminal history. He worked diligently as a truck driver to provide 

financial support for himself, his seven-year-old son in China, and his elderly parents who 

reside in a rura! area of China. 

29. Mr. Zhang’s asylum claim is predicated yo —™ 

founded fear of future persecution. His Form I-589 was timely filed on January 11, 2024 On 

March 26, 2026, despite his ongoing Section 240 removal proceedings and compliance with 
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