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~ -_--*"~ STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS 

Mr. Negasi is an Ethiopian national. Exhibit A, Decl. of Girmay Negasi at 

{ 1. He faces political persecution in Ethiopia for ————— —= 

><! Id. Mr. Negasi entered the United States on July 12, 2025, seeking 

asylum. Jd at §] 2-3. He has been detained while fighting his immigration case 

for over nine months. Jd. at J 2. 

During his time in custody, Mr. Negasi has been transferred repeatedly 

without explanation. First, he was transferred from the Otay Mesa Detention 

Center (“OMDC”) in California to the San Luis Detention Center (“SLDC”) in 

Arizona. Id at § 4. Mr. Negasi spent about two months in Arizona. Jd. This 

caused delays in his immigration proceedings, /d. at 6. Then, Mr. Negasi was 

transferred from SLDC back to California, but this time to the Imperial Regional 

Detention Facility (“IRDF”). Jd at | 5. This caused further delays in his 

immigration proceedings. /d. at ] 6. 

On January 27, 2026, the immigration judge (“IJ”) denied Mr. Negasi’s 

asylum application. Jd. at § 7. Mr. Negasi timely filed an appeal to the Board of 

Immigration Appeals (“BIA”) on February 1, 2026. Jd. at ¢ 8. He has heard 

nothing from the BIA in nearly three months, Jd. His appeal remains pending. Jd. 

In the meantime, Mr. Negasi is suffering in detention al 

a 12. at 7 11. Mr. Negasi has PTSD and finds it 

extremely difficult to be in detention, trapped in confined spaces, surrounded by 

other men. Jd. He is especially anxious when he uses the bathroom and the 

showers at the detention facility. Jd. In addition, Mr. Negasi is unable to reach his 

family from custody, which has left him very depressed. Id 

I. Section 1252(g) does not deprive this Court of jurisdiction on any issue 

in this petition. 

First, § 1252(g) does not bar review of “all claims arising from deportation 

proceedings.” Reno v, Am -Arab Anti-Discrimination Comm., 525 U.S. 471, 482 
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{{ 7-8. All told, “[t]his process may take up to two years or longer.” Banda, 385 

F. Supp. 3d at 1119. Because “Petitioner’s future detention can last several more 

months or even years[,]” this factor favors Mr. Negasi. Abdul Kadir v. Larose, 

2025 WL 2932654, at *5. 

Second, the delay factor is at best neutral here. Respondents have 

transferred Mr. Negasi from OMDC in California to SLDC in Arizona and then to 

IRDF back in California without explanation. Exhibit A at JJ 4—5. These transfers 

caused delays in his immigration proceedings. /d. at J 6. In addition, Mr. Negasi’s 

appeal to the BIA was filed nearly three months ago and he has heard nothing 

from the BIA since. Jd at J 8. These delays are all attributable to Respondents. 

Third, Mr. Negasi’s conditions of confinement weigh in favor of a bond 

hearing. His confinement at IRDF is indistinguishable from penal confinement. 

And these prison-like conditions are especially challenging for Mr. Negasi 

because of what happened to him in Mexico. i al 

= 12. at { 11. He is suffering 
from PTSD and finds it very difficult to be in detention, trapped in confined 

spaces, surrounded by other men. Jd. Mr. Negasi is also unable to reach his family 

from custody, which has left him depressed. /d. 

Fourth, there is a significant likelihood that Mr. Negasi will prevail on his 

asylum claim. He faces persecution in Ethiopia because of his political opinions. 

Id. at 1. 

Because all the factors weigh in favor of Mr. Negasi, this Court must grant 

the petition. 

CLAIM AND PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

For the reasons just given, the Fifth Amendment Due Process Clause 

prohibits the government from continuing to detain Petitioner. 

Accordingly, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court: 

1, Order Respondents to immediately release Petitioner from custody. 
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Camille Fenton ---— 

Cal. Bar No. 331891 
Federal Defenders of San Diego, Inc. 

225 Broadway, Suite 900 
San Diego, California 92101-5030 
Telephone: (619) 234-8467 
Facsimile: (619) 687-2666 
camille_fenton@fd.org 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

GIRMAY NEGASI, Case No.: 26-cv-1858-AGS 

Petitioner, 

Vv. 

JEREMY CASEY, Warden at Imperial 
Regional Detention Facility, 

Declaration of Mr. Negasi 

Respondent. 

I, Girmay Negasi, declare: 

1. Iwas born in Ethiopia. I face political persecution in Ethiopia for BBE@ 
a ee 

See 

2. I entered the United States on July 12, 2025. I was taken into immigration 

custody that day. I have been detained ever since. It has been over nine 

months. 

3. I came here to seek asylum. 

4. I was in detention at the Otay Mesa Detention Center (““OMDC”) for about 

twenty days before I was transferred to the San Luis Detention Center 

(“SLDC”). No one explained to me why I was transferred. I spent about 

two months at SLDC. 

5. I was then transferred from SLDC to the Imperial Regional Detention 

Facility (““IRDF”) on October 2, 2025. No one explained this transfer to me 

either. I have been here ever since. 

1 
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6. These transfers delayed my immigration proceedings. 

7. On January 27, 2026, the immigration judge (“IJ”) denied my asylum 

application. 

I timely filed my appeal of that decision to the Board of Immigration 

Appeals (“BIA”) on February 1, 2026. My appeal is still pending. I have 

had no news from the BIA. 

9, I have never received a bond hearing. 

10. I am not trying to delay my case. I would like it to go as fast as possible. 

11, I am having a very difficult time in detention. I am suffering from PTSD 

beca st is very difficult 
for me to be in detention, trapped in confined spaces, surrounded by other 

men. I am especially stressed and anxious when I use the bathroom and the 

showers at the detention facility. I am also unable to reach my family from 

custody, which makes me very depressed. 

12. Ihave never committed any crime. 

13. I do not have money to hire a lawyer. 

I, Camille Fenton, declare under penalty of perjury that I reviewed this declaration 

with Girmay Negasi using a Tigrinya interpreter, and he confirmed that it was true 

and correct. 

Date: March 31, 2026 Signed: /s/ Camille Fenton 


