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THE HONORABLE RICARDO 8. MARTINEZ 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

AT SEATTLE 

CARLOS A. SARABASA, CASE NO.: 2:26-cv-00969-RSM 

Petitioner, : AMENDED PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
HABEAS CORPUS AND INJUNCTIVE 

v. RELIEF 

DIRECTOR OF UNITED STATES , NOTE ON MOTION CALENDAR: 
IMMIGRATION & CUSTOMS May 4, 2026 
ENFORCEMENT, et al., 

Respondents. 
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I. INTRODUCTION «ai i ee er ei oe, 

1. Petitioner Carlos Ae Sarabasa-Cobas — < ¥ is presently detained at the 

Northwest ICE Processing Center, (NWIPC) in Tacoma, Washington. He is a 39-year-old Cuban 

immigrant who—like his father years before—arrived in the United States after fleeing political 

persecution due to his opposition to the Cuban government. Petitioner first arrived in the United 

States in 2012 pursuant to a family reunification visa. Petitioner is now married to a U.S. citizen 

and, together, he and his wife are raising eight children—all of whom are also U.S. citizens. 

2. Following a conviction for attempted bank fraud (to which Petitioner pled guilty in 

2016), Petitioner served a’ 41-month sentence: in Bureau of Prisons (BOP) custody. After 

completing his sentence in March 2020, Petitioner was immediately detained by U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICR), placed in removal proceedings, and subsequently ordered 

removed from the United States to Cuba on June 17, 2020. But the Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS) was unable to repatriate Petitioner to Cuba and, after detaining Petitioner for six 

months, it released him on September 15, 2020, under an Order of Supervision. Petitioner has 

lived under the unexecuted removal order ever since, all the while complying with his conditions 

of supervision and living a productive and law-abiding life. In the last five years, Petitioner has 

. maintained gainful employment, started his own family-run business, and cared for his family. of 

ten, including one minor daughter with complex medical needs. 

3. Beginning in August 2025, however, everything changed. During a routine ICE 

check-in, Petitioner’s ICE Officer told him that, given the new presidential administration and 

recent immigration policy changes, Petitioner was required to wear an ankle monitor and to find 

a new country to which he could relocate, Petitioner did as instructed and began making plans to 

move his family to Canada, where he and his wife would seek asylum with their eight children. 

4. Petitioner hired a Canadian. immigration lawyer to advise and assist in the | 

application process and repeatedly informed his ICE Officer of his intention to seek Canadian 

asylum. Prior to his departure, Petitioner obtained his ICE Officer’s express permission to travel 

to the border. The Officer hot only removed Petitioner’ s ankle monitor to allow for his air travel 

Case No.: 2:26-cv-00969-RSM | ~2. WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 
Amended Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus : ; . 701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 5100 

Seattle, WA 98 104-7036 
Tel: (206) 883-2500 
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oN NWIPC, where he has been detained without explanation ver sinee. 

' 5. To this day, ICE has not provided, Pe ione) with ‘any legal justification for his 

re-detention, nor is there any indication that Respondents are making meaningful efforts to 

‘10 || remove him. Cuba denounced Petitioner’ s itizenship in 2025 and is unlikely ever to accept him. 

11 Ges :. 6& °  Petitioner’s re-detention violates substantiv nd procedural due process because 

12 there j is no proper justification for re- detaining him, his renioval i is not significantly likely in the 

13 || reasonably foreseeable future, and he did not receive notice and a hearing before ICE revoked his 

14 || supervised release. See Zadvydas v. ‘Davis, 533 US. 678, 689 (2001). ICE-also violated its own 

15 || regulations governing the revocation: of release under’ ‘supervision when it re-detained Petitioner, 

16 || see 8-C.FR. §§ 241.13(i), 241.40),: ind ICE's: third countr emoval policy threatens to deprive 

17 Petitioner of his procedural due: process rights. ‘Accoraitgly, Petitioner seeks (a) immediate 

18 || release; (b) an order prohibiting further Te+ -detentién; unless! 'Respondents either obtain a travel 

19 || document from Cuba and a departure flight, or establish before an Immigration Judge that a lawful 

20 || basis exists for Petitioner’s re-detention;” ands () an order preventing Petitioner’s removal to a 

21 || third country without prior notice: and a meaning opportunity to respond i in reopened removal 

22 ‘ptoceedings. 

23 | TL JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

24 en This case arises under the: Constitton of the United States, the Immigration and 

27 ee ( 

Sidedind a Wear 
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8. This Court has, subject matter; jmisdiotion under.28 U.S.C. § 2241, et seq. (habeas 

corpus), U.S. Const. art. I, §.9, cl. 2 (Suspension Clause), 28 U.S.C. § 1331 (federal question), 28 

U.S.C. § 1346 (United States. as Respondent), and 28 U.S.C. §.1651 (All Writs Act). Respondents 

have waived sovereign immunity for purposes of, this suit. 5 U.S.C. §§ 702, 706. 

9. The Court may grant relief under the habeas corpus statutes, 28 U.S.C. § 2241, et 

seq.; the Declaratory Judgment Act (28 us. Ci 5 2201, et seq.s the All Writs Act, 28.U.S.C. 

§ 1651; and the Court’s inherent equitable powers, ! wm 

10. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e)(1) because 

Respondents are agencies or officers of agencies of the United States, Respondents reside in this 

District, Petitioner is detained in this District, and a substantial part of the events or omissions 

giving rise to Petitioner’s claims occurred in this District. 

lil. PARTIES oe 

11. Petitioner Carlos Sarabasa-Cobas is a Cuban immigrant who arrived in the United 

States in 2012. He has a final order of removal, with Cuba as the country designated for removal. 

Petitioner is detained in the control and custody of Respondents at NWIPC in Tacoma, 

Washington. Petitioner is.a resident of Florida and has been. detained at NWIPC since February 

17, 2026. rr ~ 

12. Respondent ICE is the federal executive agency responsible for the enforcement of 

immigration laws, including the arrest, detention, and removal of noncitizens. Respondent ICE is 

a legal custodian of Petitioner. 

13. Respondent DHS i is a federal executive agency responsible for, among other things, 

_ enforcing federal immigration law and overseeing lawful immigration to the United States. 

Respondent DHS is a legal custodian of Petitioner. 

14. Respondent Todd Blanche is the Acting Attorney General of the United States. In 

this capacity, Respondent Blanche is a legal custodian of Petitioner. Respondent Blanche is sued 

in his official capacity. 

Case No.: 2:26-cv-00969-RSM. ~4. WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 
Amended Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus 701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 5100 

H : Seattle, WA 98104-7036 
Tel: (206) 883-2500 
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15. Respondent Bruce Scotti is the. Warden of the NWIPC, oversees . the day- to-day 

functioning of the NWIPC, and has immediate physical eustody. of Petitioner, pursuant to a 

contract with ICE to detain noncitizens, >, Respondent Scott is sued in n his official capacity as the 

oS 16. Respondent Laura Hemosi is the Feld Office Director for ICE Enforcement and 
bs dees - tae a TY 

- Removal Operations (ERO) in Seattle, Washington AS the ERO Seattle Field Office Director,. 

she is Petitioner’ s immediate custodian, responsible for his detention at NWIPC, and the person 
“alyties 

“4 whet heya 2 Peer a He fy 

| with the authority to authorize detention: or. release. Respondent Hermosillo is sued in her official 

capacity _ 7 : ie 
h) . 

a - 17. Respondent Todd Lyons is s Acting Director and Senior Official Performing the 

Duties of the Director of ICE. Respondent Lyons i is s responsible for ICR? s policies, practices, and 

procedures, including those relating. to ‘éitioval procedures and, the detention of immigrants 
AEP et 

| during their removal procedures: Respondent Lyondis is a legal custodian of Petitioner. Respondent 
a yee 

Dod ius EE ‘ | Hoe nas Pe 

Lyons is sued i in his official capacity. of al nape uw ; eit iis “ Hi ii : in 

Wa «18. Respondent | Markowayne. Mullin: ‘is: ‘the. Seotetany lof DHS. In this capacity, 
otf 

Respondent Mullin is a legal custodian of ‘Petitioner. “Respondent Mullin j is sued in his official 
au 
an 
its 

capacity. a tk 4 seal vel : 

IV, STATEMENT OF FACTS": We 18c- 
: 

My i" + - Ai 

mae ae th wits ij 

Peg \ 

gu ‘ “4G as wa tote 
rt oo a i i a : arn ‘ 

oe A, Petitioner’s Background’! Hil Mi ahd | 
Jt, 

ae “19. Petitioner Carlos A; Sarabase- Cobas was ‘born lin Caba i in 1987, His childhood in 
¢ ¢ 

Cuba was a difficult one. Petitioner was never ‘close with his mother who was largely absent and 
rane 

mek tat Nd +s fue AE | 
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government as a humanitarian gesture ahead of Pope John Paul Ii’s visit to Cuba in 1998. i 
i fi 

Petitioner’s father then entered the United States in 2000 as a political refugee and obtained lawful 

2012, entering the country lly arsuant to, a tami reunification visa. Upon his arrival in the 

United States, Petitioner moved in vith father and stepmother i in Florida. But the home was 
a oat ie 

dysfunctional and Petitioner's rel onship with his father quickly deteriorated. At the time; the 

U.S. government was providing itionér with food stamps, and a small stipend to support his 
ht | 

transition into the country while, Pétitioner worked owards obtaining social security and work 
ce at i 

authorization, but Petitioner’ 8 fal er took: all of that for himself. Both his father and stepmother 

also antagonized Petitioner for not working, even though he could not yet legally do so. Just one 

month after Petitioner attived i in Florida, his father kicked him out of the house and he became 

homeless. 

21. slept either‘on the stioet or inside an abandoned house. He 
sedi in RAG ior 

round June 2012 and began working at a car wash, and then obtained a work authorization in or’ 

a factory, but earned little money and continued to struggle with homelessness. It was during this 

ree 
period that Petitioner felli in with a fficult crowd, Petitioner became acquainted with individuals 

Pg 

who earned their living through illicit means; whieh, included intercepting money orders and 
aes she 

checks from mailboxes, and he was so) cited. to participate in their illicit enterprise. Once ; 
cain 

Petitioner obtained stable housing, he attempted. to, leave the group but was threatened with 

blackmail. Police executed a earch warrant of Petitioner s residence in April 2015 and on August 

4, 2016, he was indicted on ‘one co nt of autem tand conspiracy to commit bank fraud. 

! See José de Cérdba, Cuba to} Free e2, 010 Prisoners Amid Talks With The U.S., Wall st J 
(Apr. 3, 2026), https.//www.ws}. com/world/cuba“to-free-2- 010-prisoners-amid-talks-with-the-u- 

s-4f605693 (describing Cuba’s histoty of. mass prisoner releases in conjunction with high profile 
events, including the release of 300 risoners in 1 1998 as a gesture for the visit of Pope John Paul 

Ib. 
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Bye at 
manner t by which removal orders 
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tes 

Petitioner was transporting cars w 

chool, picks them up after, helps 

13 ‘supervision. See Welsh Decl., Bxic5 at)2-4 sie) fivelyears,* Petitioner lived freely and 

as much as a speeding ticket. 

‘C, »- Petitioner’s el 

: Petitioner to find another countr’ y" that woul accep hi “An 
Che mae 

— “pat ng the United States, as he had 

7 vohdathid 
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att ics HH h vis 

hether they: would accept ‘him back. The Cuban government 

Hee 
ters memorializing that position. Wi elsh 

| | : 
the: a Ministry of the Interior, state 
led ne 

Mae : a i 

" ed. the ne 

Petitioner, his mother told him 
erat] 

ou 

35. Petitioner rand i 

safest option for their faily and 

ensure compliance with Canadian av, 
Dee, hap i 

called Megrez Immigration Consulta 

As part of the process for peeking pylon in Can asl Petitioner understood he was i to - 
seo oe THe ara 
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(Cuba’s 

: ‘successful deportations to Cuba, the number otsemovals of ced ‘continues to remain miniscule 

‘Customs Enforcement Administrative Ai ites : 

: stainiees with criminal records. has maie 

oie, ‘- While -political deyelopmets 
Van at i 

e'arrest!\of 19 ee U.S. Immigration and 
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April 13, 2026). Within the same fiscal he only iss Cuban wate removed, id. Of these, only 

cor tions: di. 
tee 

32 Cubans were listed as having crimin 
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sit le SU. S. government has begun 
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(CAT). Id. “USCIS will generally s screen 
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A, 

59. 

Ghana, individuals were rout e 

“look into” third, countries nelu 
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Petitioner’s ‘ 
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ICE’s re-detention 
Mele 

is. coma $-Us- -held-west-aftic 

f, Petitioner runs head- frst into the Due Process Clause. The 

s instruction that Petitioner 
Ny 
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reseéable future, and (2) without 

lation independently warrants a 

1. Petitioner’ s : Re-Detention Is Unjustified and Unconstitutionally 
Indefinite Unde Zadvydas S 

60. Petitioner’s rerdetentig r 

ic In general, substantive due process forbids, the: gpvemment [from] infring[ing] 

um yea bea 
government detention violates substantive! due Pp oces 

illness, outweighs the ‘individual’s consti : : 

restraint, ’” Zadvydas, 533 US: at:690 

As a threshold matter; Petitione sre-dstention is aly unconstitutional because 
aie. 

See tidy Far from it. Petitioner has’ estab ished firn 
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ght childen, all of whom are also, US, 
alee f : 
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Hook would: brit theo children to school and pick them, ep 

th al ie ae sy 

if ier ywould routinely seek his advice, 
fib 

oP 
Kk : i ik 

tember 2020, Petitioner and his, sp use | 
pide 

daughter’ s serious, chronic, heath 

020, Ms. Garcia quit her job sojshe 

in connection with a bone marrow transplant, 
a hia! 

irr nee a4 ioe and assumed primary cui 

| while still: aegiting with: his. daughter’s medical; carey 

ree toner! has also established business ties in the 

; wife pies fn business together, throu ah which 

‘aductive member of society, and categorical 
HEEL Halheats 
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pitecodines * Id. at 690 (internal quota 
ie 
vhad.no inte sonar wins is immigration proceeding n |: 
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completion of BOP supervision 0 on Mare 17: 2025, nd th “pot had any issue complying with 
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tl yh 

emits the government to-detain’ noncitizen 

been ordered removed following # a etiminal eC vito, as is the case e here, the INA also permits 

mee 

£82 (wD. Wash, Nov. 21, 2025) 

(Martinez, J.) ([Tihe INA does: not iathsnasti ee ‘peas permanent, detention’ of 
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hnoncitizens subject to final orders: of removal (citation: omitted) i 
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Pap jay 

68. As the. U.Sif 

detention under § 1231006) jwoul be: sconsidere cet ively reasonable, Id. at 701. 

months.” Tumasov v. Doe 

Instead, “the presumption hem 
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