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INTRODUCTION 

Milki Turt Gezali has been detained pending his immigration proceedings 

for over fourteen months. This Court should “join[] the majority of courts across 

the country in concluding that [his] unreasonably prolonged detention under 8 

U.S.C. § 1225(b) without an individualized bond hearing violates due process.” 

Kydyrali v. Wolf, 499 F. Supp. 3d 768, 772 (S.D. Cal. 2020) (Battaglia, J.). 

Additionally, because of newly emerging evidence that immigration judges’ (“IJ”) 

neutrality has been compromised, and some IJs and the Department of Homeland 

Security (“DHS”) have implemented strategies to detain bond-worthy habeas 

petitioners, a bond hearing before a randomly selected IJ will no longer reliably 

satisfy due process. This Court should therefore consider the alternative forms of 

relief set forth at the end of this petition. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Mr. Gezali was born in Ethiopia. Exhibit A, Declaration of Milki Turi 

Gezali at § 1. He fled Ethiopia because of political persecution. Jd at § 2. 

ee 
Mr. Gezali entered the United States to seek asylum on January 8, 2025. Id. 

at § 3. He was immediately detained by border patrol officers and has been in 

immigration detention ever since. Jd. Mr. Gezali has been in detention while 

fighting his immigration case for over fourteen months. Jd. at 4. 

Three weeks passed before Mr. Gezali had his credible fear interview. Jd. at 

q 5. His asylum application was denied on November 7, 20205, ten months after 

his initial detention. /d. at J 6. Mr. Gezali does not know why it took so long for 

his asylum application to be decided. Jd. at § 7. He believes it was because the 

immigration court repeatedly failed to have an Oromo interpreter ready at several 

of his court appearances. Jd Whenever this happened, his court appearance had to 

be rescheduled, Jd. 
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the lion’s share of the delay has been because of the government’s failure to 

secure an Oromo interpreter for Mr. Gezali’s court appearances. Exhibit A at J 7. 

Moreover, Mr. Gezali has heard nothing from the immigration court since he 

submitted his appeal to the BIA nearly four months ago. Jd at ] 9. 

Fourth, Mr. Gezali’s conditions of confinement weigh in favor of a bond 

hearing. His confinement at Imperial Regional Detention Facility is 

indistinguishable from penal confinement. He suffers from gastritis, heart 

problems, and difficulty breathing, and ts not receiving adequate medical care for 

these issues. /d. at | 11. In addition, he is entirely cut off from his family, which is 

taking an emotional toll on him. Jd 

Fifth, there is a significant likelihood that Mr. Gezali will prevail on his 

asylum clin 
—————— eee eee errr 

Under any test, then, Mr. Gezali is entitled to release or a bond hearing. 

iI. Because immigration judges’ neutrality has been compromised, this 

Court must order outright release, or at least additional safeguards, 

In a perfect world, this Court could remedy the due process violation by 

ordering a bond hearing before a neutral immigration judge (“IJ”), allowing the IJ 

to determine whether Mr. Gezali posed a risk of danger or flight. Unfortunately, 

attacks on IJ independence under the current administration have severely 

compromised JJs’ neutrality. As a result, there is a serious risk that an IJ will 

order Mr, Gezali’s continued detention even if he poses no danger or flight risk. 

Several data points support that conclusion. 

Most importantly, reports are streaming in from this district and elsewhere 

that court-ordered “bond hearings [are], effectively, stacked against detainees 

from the start.” Kyle Cheney, How ICE Defies Judges’ Orders to Release 

Detainees, Step by Step, Politico (Feb. 10, 2026), 

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/10/ice-immigration-detention-court- 
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