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PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS
PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C SUBSECTION BY A
PERSON SUBJECT TO INDEFINITE
IMMIGRATION DETENTION.

BACKGROUND

Petitioner, Afonso Nzuzi Denga, hereby petitions this Court for a writ of habeas corpus to
remedy Petitioner's unlawful detention by Respondents, and to enjoin Petitioner's continued untawtul
detention by Respondent, In support of this petition and complaint for injunctive relief, Petitioner

alleges as follows:
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5. No statutory exhaustion requirements apply to Petitioners claim of unlawful detainment.
PARTIES

6. Petitioner came to America in1981 as a stateless refugee under the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). Petitioner was admitted into the United States pursuant section
273(c) of the Immigration and Nationality act. Petitioner received a final order of removal on Aug 24th
2022,

7. Respondent Pam Bondi is the Attorney General of the United States and is responsible for the
administration of ICE and the implementation and enforcement of the Immigration and Naturalization
Act (INA). As such Ms. Bondi has ultimate custodial authority over Petitioner.

8. Respondent Kristi Noem is the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security. ‘She is
responsible for the administration of ICE and the implementation and enforcement of the INA. As such
Ms. Noem is the legal custodian of Petitioner.

9. Respondent John E. Cantu the ICE Field Office Director of the Phoenix field office is
Petitioners immediate custodian. See Vasquez v. Reno, 233 F.3d 688, 690 (1st Cir. 2000), cert denied,
122 S. Ct. 43 (2001).

10. Respondent Warden Rokousouki Core Civic-Eloy Detention Center, where petitioner is
currently detained under the authority of ICE, alternatively may be considered to be Petitioners
immediate custodian.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

11. Petitioner Afonso Nzuzi Denga was born Qn_?‘ =l i the Democratic Republic of the
Congo under protection of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service listed the Denga family as. "stateless" at the time of their
admittance to the United States in 1981. They had no passports, neither government of Angola
(petitioners parents birthplace) nor Congo -would issue them travel documents due to their political
beliefs. The Denga family was admitted to the United States under section 207 of the Immigration
Naturalization Act. Petitioner was 4 years old when his family entered the United States. Petitioner has
never departed from the United States not to mention English is the only language he speaks.
Petitioners parents home and village were destroyed and a majorityof his relatives were killed in
Angola for political reasons. Petitioner has no known family in Angola or the Congo. Petitioners entire
family resides in Phoenix, Az, 10 children, 10 grand children wife, 3 brothers, 3 sisters and father.

12. ICE fook petitionet into custody on Dec, 2nd 2025 after releasing him on April, 17th 2023, At
that time he was detained since October, 22nd 2021.

13. On November, 12th 2022 ICE charged Petitioner with being deportable. Petitioner was
ordered deported due to his felony convictions. Petitioner was ordered removed to the country where
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his parents were born (Angola) by an immigration judge on August 24th 2022, Petitioners deportation
order was made final on that date due to the fact he didn't appeal it. Petitioner was otdered removable
under the following sections of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INAY:237(a)(2)(E)({).

14. On December, 2nd 2025 Ice took petitioner into custody after Petitioner went to check in at an
ICE field office. Petitiofier has been detained since that date.

15. Petitioner has been hield well past 6 months after his final order of depoitation on August, 24th
2022, at that time he was released almost 8 months after final order on April, 17th 2023, As of
December, 2nd 2025 Petitioner is being held indefinitely.

16. To Petitioners knowledge, the governments of Angola ot Congo has not issued travel
documents for him. Indeed, neither ICE nor Angola or Congo have provided any indication that Angola
or Congo. Petitioner is considered stateless so there's no indication he would be removed in the
foresecable future, Petitioner has cooperated fully with all efforts by ICE to remove Petitioner from the
United States. ,

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR RELIEF

17. In Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678 (2001), the U.S. Supreme Court held that 8 U.S.C.
subsection 1231(a) (6), when "read in light of the Constitution demands, limits an aliens post-removal-
period detention to a period teasonably necessary to bring about the aliens removal from the United
States." 533 U.S. at 689. A "habeas court [first] ask whether the detention exceeds a period reasonably
farseeable, the court should hold continued detention unreasonable and no longer authorized by
statute.” Id. at 699-700. '

18. In determining the length of a reasonable removal petiod, the Court adopted a
"sresumptively reasonable period of detention” of six months. Id at 701. Aftetr six months, the
government bears the burden of disproving an aliens "good reason to believe that thereis no significant
likelihood of removal in the reasonably foreseeable future." See Zhou v. Farquharson, 2001 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 18239, *2- *3 (D. Mass. Oct. 19 2001) (quoting and summarizing Zadvydas). Moreover, "for
detention to remain reasonable, as the period of prior post-removal confinement grow, what count as
the reasonably foreseeable future conversely would have to shrink." Zadvydas, 533 U.S at 701. ICE's
administrative regulations also recognize that the HQPDU has a six-month period for determining
whether there's significant likilihood of an alien's removal in the reasonably foreseeable future. See 8
C.F.R subsection 2414 (k) (2) (ii).

19. Evidence showing successful reparation of other persons to the country at issue is not
sufficient to meetn the governments burden to establish that an alien petitioner will be deported in the
reasonably foreseeable future, See Thompson v. INS, 2002 U.S Dist. LEXIS 23936 (E.D. La September
16, 2002) (government failed to show that aliens deportation to Guyana was reasonably foreseeable
where the government offéred statistics of reparation to Guyana, but failed to show any response from
Guyana on the application for travel documents that INS and the petitioner had requested).
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Rather for the government to méet it's burden of showing that.an alien's reparation is reasonably
foreseeable, it must provide some meaningful evidence particular individual case.

An Alien who has been detained beyond the presumptive 6 months should be released where the
government is unable to present documented confirmation that the foreign government at issue will
agree to accept the particulat individual in question, See Agbada v, John Ashcroft, 2002 U.S. Dist
LEXIS 15797 (D. Mass. August 22, 2002) (court will likely grant" habeas petition after fourteen
months if ICE is "unable to present document confirmation that Nigerian government has agreed to
[petitioner's] reparation'; Zhou, 2001 U.S dist. LEXIS 19050 at *7 (W.D. Wash, Febsuary 28, 2002)
(government's failure to offer specific information regarding how or when it expected to obtain the
necessary documentation or cooperation from the foreign government indicated that there was no
significant likelihood of petitioners removal in the reasonably foreseeable future).

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF
~ COUNT ONE
STATUTORY VIOLATION

20. Petitioner re-alleges and incorporates. by reference paragraphis 1 through 19 above.

21, Petitioners continued detention by Respondents is unlawful and contravenes 8 U>S>C
subsection123(a)(6) as interpreted by the U.S. Supteme Coutt Zadvydas. The six-month presumptively
reasonable period for continued removal efforts has expired. Petitioner still has not been removed, and-
for the reasons outlined above in paragraphs 1 to 20, Petitioners removal to. Angola or Congo is not
reasonably foreseeable . The Supreme Court held in Zadvydas and Martinez that ICE's eontinued
detention of someone after six months where deportation is not reasonably foresecable is unreasonably
and in violation of 8 U.,S,C subsection 1231(a).533 U.S at 701.

COUNTTWO
SUBSTANTIVE DUE PROCESS VIOLATION

23, Petitioner re-alleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 22 above.

93. Petitioner continued detention violates Petitioner's right fo substantive die process through a
deprivation of the core liberty interest in freedom from bodily restraint. See e.g., Tam v. INS, 14 F.
Supp.2d 1184 (B.D. Cal 1998) (aliens retain due proeess rights).

24. The Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment requires that deprivation of Petitioners
liberty narrowly tailored to serve as compelling government interest. While respondents would have
interest in detaining Peitioner in otder to effectuate removal, that interest does not justify the indefinite
detention of Petitioner, who is not significantly likely to be removed in the reasonably foreseeable
future. The U.S. Supreme Court Zadvydas thus interpreted 8 U.S.C 1231 (a) to allow continued
detention only for a period reasonably necessary to secure the alien's removal, because any other
reading would go beyond the government's articulated interest- to effect the alien's removal. See Kay v.
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Reno, 94 F. Supp.2d. 546, 551 (M.D. Pa. 2000) (granting writ of habeas corpus, because petitioner's
substantive due process rights wete violated, and noting that "If deportation can never oceur, the
government's primary legitimate purpose in detention- executing removal- is nonsensical.")

COUNT THREE
PROCEDURAL DUE PROCESS VIOLATION

25, Petitionet- re alleges and incorporates by referetice patagraphs I through 24 above.

26. ‘Und'er_ the Due Process Clause of the fifth Amendment, an alien is entitled to a timely and
meaningful opportunity to demonstrate that he should not be detained. Petitioner in this case has been
denied that opportunity. ICE does not make decisions concerning aliens' custody status in a neutral
impartial manner. The failure of Respondents to provide a neutral decision-maker to review the
continued custody of Petitioner violates Petitioner's right to procedural due process. Further,
Respondents have timely manner. There is no administrative mechanism in place for the Petitioner to

demand a decision, ensure that a decision will ever be made, or appeal a custody that violates
Zadvydas.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Court grant the following relief:

1) Assume jurisdiction over this matter;

_ 2) Grant Petitioner a writ habeas corpus directing the Respondent to- immediately release Petitioner
from custody, under reasonable conditions of supervision:

3) Order Respondent to refrain transferring the Petitioner out of the jurisdiction of the Phicenix ICE
field office Director during the pendency of these proceedings and while the Petitioner remains in
Respondents custody; and

4) Award Petitioner attorneys fees and costs under the Equal Access to Justice Act ("EAJA"), as
amended, 5 U.S.C subsection 2412, and any other basis justified under the law; and

5) Grant any other further relief that this Court deems just and propet.

1 affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.

Respectfully submitted thi-s.f'}\%ay of /MFC/\/\
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EXHIBIT A

Supporting Release and Consular Correspondence Documents

1. Release Notification — dated June 12, 2023
2. Notice of Revocation of Release
3. Request for Release from Detention and Supporting Letter
4. Letter to the Congolese Consulate
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Cffice of Enforcement and Remwoval Operatlons
U.5, Departniens of Homelard Security

500 12th Strest, SW
Washington, D.C. 20536

U.S. Immigration
and Customs
Enforcement

DENGA, Afonso N, : _

C/0 Immigration and Custons Enforcement

' Phoenix Field Office ~

Release Motification

Upon review-of your case, V.8, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (YCE) has concluded that

. you will be released from XCE custody pending your reroval from the United States. This release

does not affect your removal order and does not constitute an admission to the United States.

Your release will be subject to certain writtenconditions that will be provided to you shortly on
the Otder of Supervision and Addendum to tie Order of Supervision forms, and by which you
must abide. You may be required to participae in an Alternatives to Detention (ATD) Progtam
which miay include the use of Active/Passive GPS monitoring, monthly reporting, and telephonic
reporting. )

A violation of one of these conditions, ot of any lossl, mtef%%‘r""fe_
taken back into custody and any bond that you may have posted be
custody is also conditioned upon you meintining proper be
placement efforis for you are being undertaken. At any time, you mi
custody should your removal bécome practicable,

may result in you being
jted, Your release from
while sponsorship and.
be taken back into ICE

Prior to your release from custody, an imniigmti_on officer may verify the sponsorship or
employment offers presented during your review. Please forward any additional information

 regarding potential sponsoring family members or non-governmental organizations that may be

willing fo assist you upon release,

itis perticularly important that you keep ICEaidvised of your address at all times, ICE will continue
to make efforts to obtain your travel document that will allow the United States government to
carry out your removal pursuant to your order of deportation, exclusion, or removal, Tu addition,
you are required by law to contifiue to make good faith efforts to securs a travel document on your
own and provide proof of your efforts to.ICE. ‘ ’

'PAULL | Digitally signed by PAUL L
_ - CAPICCHIONI
CAPICCHIONI Date: 2023.04.14 13:34:47 04'00'
Paul Capicchioni : Date
Unit Chief

v W iea.goy
J.“; A Rrsa gttt
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Enp. cement and Reinoval Operations

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2035 N, Central Ave
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

&\ US. Immigration
and Customs

Enforcement
DENGA, Afonso Nzuzi Ap——
IN US ICE Custody )
2035 N. Central Ave. '
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

Notice of Revocation of Release

This letter is to inform you that your order of supervision has been revoked and you will be
~ detained in the custody of U.S, Immigration and Customs Enforcemeént (ICE) at this time. This
decision has been made based on a review of your official alien file and a determination that

ICE has determined that you can be expeditiously removed from the United States pursuant to -
the outstanding order of refoval against you. On August 24, 2022, you wete ordered removed to
Democratic Repubiic of the Congo (DRC) er alternative Angola by an Immigration Judge and
you are subject to a final order of removal. Your case will be presented fo the government of
Democratic Republic of the Congo or Angola for the issuance of a travel document.

Based on the above, and pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 241.4 /8 C.F.R. § 241.13, you are to remain in
ICE custody at this time. You will promptly be afforded an informal interview at.which you
will be given an opportunity to respond to the feasons for the revocation. You may submit any
evidence or information you wish to be reviewed in support of your release. If you are not.
released after the informal interview, you will receive notification of a new review; which will
occur within approximately three months of the date of this notice.

You are advised that you must dernonstrate that you are making reasonable efforts to comply
with the order of removal and that you are cooperating with ICE’s efforts to remove you by
taking whatever actions ICE requests to affect your removal. You are also advised that any
willful failure or refusal on your part to make timely application in good faith for travel or other
documents necessary for your departure, or any conspiracy oractions to prevent your removal

or obstruct the issuance of a travel document, may subject you to criniinal prosecution under 8

U.S.C. Section 1253(a).

Digitally. signed by KOSTAS
. PAPAKONSTANTINGU
M@A * Dale: 2025.42.02 1517:13
T om0

(A) Unit Chief Date

www.ice.gov
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Notice to Alien of File W \
DENGA, Afonso Nz, | s

Page 2 L

PROOF OF SERVICE

(1) Personal Service
@ I R. Roone , DO
Name of ICE. Officer Title
certify that I served DENGA Albonsd ___withacopy of
_ - Name of detainee ' o _
this document at Phossy Field 0fioe on _J2 / 2 / 25 at _/S/S HES
Institution Date Time

Detainee Signature: %ﬁ”’ Z&?’% Date: r/ 6)\'“‘-”3\ - 9\5

( ) ce: Attorney of Record or Designated Representative
() ce: A-File
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Request for Release from Detention

Name:_Deng o /Wmn,&‘m .
«J Last , Fitst Middle
—

Alien Number: |l

Immigration and Naturalization Service:

Pursuant to interpretation of the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States of America in
the case Zadvydas v. Davis, I request release from the custody of the Attorney General, in that I
mtmméﬁmfmmﬁfﬁmﬁmmw'
another lawful manner], but due to circumstances beyond my control, fy removel/deportation
cannot be effected in the reasonable foreseeable future, due to an ghsence of a formal repatriation
agreement between my country of citizenship and the United States, or due to the fact that my
country of citizenship hag not or will not issue identity and iravel documents necessary for my
departure.

The Following addifional information is provided: |
' v he &wﬁoﬂ%‘g@&ﬂlﬁcﬁ&a@yﬁ@)

1y of Citizenship

1. Tam acitizen of: Y}

2. 1 have/have not applied for a travel ‘_ﬁgcument.'
Date request submitted eun A6 AO AL

3, My birth certificate and passport [valid or expired] are in the possession of:

L ﬁ&Q ﬂﬂ:{:’ R AN hj! I:L! (:Ey. oL {\&fcfxi@ . _
' Adress

Name

Phone Number

4, Ifreleased from custody, I plan to reside at the following location:

o o — s e — — -

UnderPenalty of law, X certify that the foregoing information provided by-herein is true.
h . t
Neprsea /4 (Cens 2 w/Vzc - X .
Last Navhe First Name Middle Name

L Feh apuel 302 @
o/ Signature Date

e T e = g g




Case 2:26-cv-01610-SPL--JFM  Document 1 Filed 03/09/26 Page 11 of 28

AFONSO NZUZI DENGA
A .
ELOY DETENTION CENTER
1705 E. HANNA RD

ELOY, AZ 85131

FEBRUARY 20TH, 2026

ICE PHOENIX FIELD OFF ICE
2035 N. CENTRAL AVE
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85004

Dear Immigration Officer:

I request ICE review my custody status while taking the following information into consideration
, because I believe I qualify for release under an order of supervision. I have been in detention longer
than 90 days after removal order became final, and it's unlikely that I will be deported to Democratic
Republic of the Congo. or Angola (my parents place of birth) in the foreseeable future. I am not a
danger to public safety and noram I a flight risk.

My family entered the United States back in 1981. The country I was born in will not accept my
deportation because I am considered Stateless, I was born in a United Nations refugee camp in 1977.
Angola also doesn't view me as a citizen, when I last spoke to a consulate representative [ was told I
wasn't born there so they can't help me, I've attempted several times to be issued travel documents but'
been denied since 2022, 2023, The most recent attempt was on January 25th of 2026. I also have met
with the Angolan consulate earlier this month and was told I would not be issued travel documents.

I am not a danger to the public, I've been on state probation and also ICE probation for almost
the past 3 years. My state probation officer is Rachelle Tran her number is 602-290-7423. I've taken
classes and T.am remorseful for my previous actions that landed me in the custody of ICE.

T am not a significant flight risk due to the fact I've been on supervised release since April 17,
2023 and checked in routinely with the ICE Phoenix field office. As a matter of fact I was detained on
Dec 2nd, 2025 while checking in with the field office. If released a plan on to continue to checkin, I've
been residing with my father Pedro Denga since my release in 2023 and plan on to continue to reside at
10139 W, Highland rd in Phoenix, Atizona 85037. L

I have cooperated with ICE's efforts to remove me from the United States. I'vé'signed
paperwork to get travel documents, I've sent letters to The Democratic Republic of the Congo
requesting travel documents. I've takan passport pictures, I've also met with the Angola_gg@onsulate
twice both times they've decided not to issue me travel documents. i

I will comply with all conditions placed on my release. for these reasons, 1 respectfully request
that I be released under an order of supervision so that I may join my family, return to lawful
employment, and no longer be a financial burden to my family or society.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alonso Wewnd Uestd o,
o P—
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CONGO CONSULATE

D AND I WAS BORN IN -~

MY HAME IS Afonso Dendd Il M 45 YEARS O
CONGO (REFUGL'E CAME) ON n> ; MY FAMILY CAME TO THE U.5
. I A M WRITING THLS

S REFUGEES. I ARRIVED N o TRE T OF Four
LETTER T0 MY CONSULA‘I‘E AND COUNTRY OF CITIZ_ENSHI’P IN REGARDS TO
NCE OF I_DENTITY AND TRAVED DOCUMENTS-. T AM CURRENTLY

) Detention Center AT

1155 M. Pinal Parkway Avenué, Florence,
DEPAR..ENFNT OF HOMELAND gECURITY. MY .__———__
HAVE BEEH ORDERED 7o DEPRRT FROM THE UNITED STATES BY Al TMMIGRAT-

wER OF DEPORTATION 1S EFFECTIL”

TON JUDGE . OR
VE IMMEDIATELY. THANE ¥OU FOR CONSIDERATION IN THIS MATTER OF
SERTOUS URGENCY. PLEASE PROVIDE ME 7 RESPONSE LETTER AS 500N A%

POSSIBLE.

RESPECTFUL’LY r

f

Af# ALIEN WO;
BIRTH DATE:

1456 N, Pinal Pkwy Ave
Flotence, Arizona 851

P.O. Box 6300
Florence, Arizona 85132

T —
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EXHIBIT B

Detainee Request Forms Submitted to ICE Officers




frec
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

racility Name

 (GAFCG) Cehtval Arfzofia
Detention Center

Detainee "A" Numbel

[DENGA ................ . AFONSO
Detainee Last Name: Flrst Name

Aol
Your Question Nationality:

Page 14 of 28

i
l?)e"a”"‘e“t - immigration and Customs Enforcemeit ik
eportation ) S Log Number, . .
Housing Unit: ‘ Lo ———

N _— Detainee R@ques*t Fo.rm‘ BT

R A T

.. 7S GOING ON A MONTH STNCE MY 18G DAY REVIEW WAS SUPROSECL 1O BE -

TO SPEAK TO A SUPERVISOR AT THIS POINT

. |DETERMINED. IM STILL WAITING TO HEAR WHAT WAS DECIDED I WOULD LIKE

AT el

Pate Recleved: | 3/17/2023  Entered By [2087

ICE Response

Y L

Your case is being reviewed you have to wait

Reply Date: | 3/17/2023

ICE officer: | DO K. LIVINGSTON

e
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. L S e
.. S RN
PRI vl -

R DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECUR[TY

Department: N T
et shibloc | I immigration and Customs Enforcement
|Deportation . Log Number

ST »A_ Detainee Request Form e

fois

_ Date Recleved; | 3152053 EnteredBy ‘D

W

(CAFCCY Cenfrai Arizona -~ Detainee Aj_,;N!imbér='-_*l--fp>—_<
Detention Center N , |

IDENGA T [AFONSO
Detainiee Last Name: First Name:

BT B
Your Question MNationality:

. [ FEEL- LIKE MY CIVIL RIGHTS ARE BEING VIOLATED. T AM A STARELESS /i,
- IREFLIGEE WHOS BEEN  HELD OVER 180 DAYS AFTER BEING-ORDERED DEPQRTED
MU 180TH DAY WAS IEB 20TH I GANE YET TO GET AN UPDATED STATYS ON MY -

DETAINMENT PLEASE ADVISE ME OF MY SITUATION SOT CA KNOW HOW TO
PROCEED '

SR

ICE Response

VOUR CASE 16 BEING REMOVED

Reply Date: Ir 3/16/2033 ‘

ICE officer: | 5O K. LIVINGSTON




Case 2:26-cv-01610-SPL--JFM Document 1  Filed 03/09/26  Page 16 of 28

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Department: . . Sy g
ReLallt Immigration and Customs Enforcemerit
{Deportation - R

Il

Det-éinee Reguest Form

Facility ;\Iame | L . S .
'(C‘Ar'-"()cj“é'é{ﬁ{é{t‘ﬁ(’fi%‘diié“‘"‘"x [ etainee "A" Number: - A
Detention Center fL

Y, e

{EENGA Nr WONSO T | j e

Detainee Last Name: First Name:

4 ]ﬁ;ngo’a
Your Question Nationality:
i STGNED TC GET DEPORTED OVER 6 MONTHS AGO. IM ON 195TH DAY AND I
HAVENT HEARD ANYTHING CONCERNING 1Y PROLONGED DETAHMENT. N
JREQUESTING SOME COMMUNICATION. IAM A STATELESS REFUGEE NO COUNTRY
RECONIZES ME AS A CITIZEN WHY AM 1 STILL HERE?

3

Sfyer _i-

Daté Recieved: | 3/12/2023  Entered By [2087 ‘.

ICE Response
VGU CAS EIS BEING REVIEWED

Reply Date: | 3/16/2023

ICE officer: | DO K. LIVINGSTON |

»‘
—_—
:)

. |

----- oy

Log Nupitier™ - .

Ty t’\ B oo

- -.‘:’! .'_;- . 'z.

.‘A"".“

S R —
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EXHIBIT C
Letters of Support

1. Pedro Danga — Father of Alfonso Danga

2. Miguel Danga — Brother of Alfonso Danga

3. Rita Hunter — Sister of Alfonso Danga
4, h»v .< — Son of Alfonso Danga
5. Guilhermina Danga — Sister of Alfenso Danga
6. Richard Danga — Brother of Alfonso Danga
7. Bianca. Mejia ~ Former Spouse of Alfonso Danga
8. Curtis Roberson — Current Husband of Bianca Mejia

9. Wl - Son of Alfonso Danga
—
10. N — Son of Alfonso Danga

Page 17 of 28
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION COURT

In the Matter of:
AFONSO'DENGA

AL —— |

DECLARATION OF PEDRO DENGA
IN SUPPORT OF AFONSO DENGA
(FORMS [-589 AND 1-246)

I, Pedro Denga, hereby declare as follows:

| am the father of Afonso Denga, and | submit this-declaration in support of his applications
for relief, including asylum-related protection pursuant to Section 208 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. § 1158, withholding of removal pursuant to:INA § 241(b)(3), 8
U.8.C. § 1231(b)(3), protection under the Convention Against Torture (8 C.F.R. §8

1208.16-1208.18), and in support of a Stay of Removal pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 241.6 (Form
[-2486).

Afonso Denga is not a citizen or national of Angola or the Democratic Republic of the- Congo.

After fleeing Angola, our family sought refuge in the Democratic Republic of the Congo under
the protection of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Because of
this forced displacement, our children, including Afonso, were bormn in the Congo; however,
they did not acquire citizenship ot nationality there.

At the time of our adimission to. the United States in 1981, the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service classified our family as stateless. We possessed no passpoits, and
neither Angola nor the Congo would issue us travel documents due to our political beliefs. Our
tamily was admitted to the United States pursuant to Section 273(c) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

Afonso Denga entered the United States at the age of four (4) and has never departed the
United States since his arrival, He speaks English exclusively and has lived his entire life in
this country. The United States is the only home he has ever known.

i

— -

Afonso has no family members, social network, or means of support in Angola or the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Removal would result in exceptional and extremely harsh
consequences.
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| became a naturalized citizen of the United States in 1996. My wife, Adelaide Kutumengwa
Denga, passed away on May 25, 1995, in Phoenix, Arizona,

Afonso has demonstrated retabilitation, faturity, and remorse for mistakes made during his
youth and has expressed respect for the laws of the United States.

| respectfully request that Afonso Denga riot be deported to Argola or the Demacratic
Republic of the Congo.

| declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 that the foregoing is true and

correct,

Executed ?t Phoemx Arizona

Pedro Den.
Father of Afonso Denga
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RE: Afonso Deng>v -<

-~ iiy-name s Miguel Derga, the youriger hrotherof Aforso Denga. The purpose of this letteristo

 inform vou that{ will He zhleto assistéfonsc #rancially until he has a few checks under his belt
upen-hisrelegse,  am a.small business owner znd have the means 1o do so for chi monthe. |

. have attached my banlestatement for your review to show | have the financial means.

=ssistance, my family and ! wili also give him emotiona!

- Bayond. providing him with financial’
ess that provides me with resources fo

- and spiritual help. taurrentiy ownr = consultitig busin
assist i his employment and overall mental haziih.
- Alfonso loves his kids, ana his kids love hin, and { would love forthe family to reunite, so future
generations are not negativaly impacted. : :

Thankvou

Miguel Denga

==
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RE:A-fonsoDeng’-< . L rabin

RN a i gedt

“oais - - Hello, my name is Rita Hunter, 'm Alfonso’s alder sister. | just want to share with yo‘u who
S0t - Alfonso-is at his‘best. First thing he'sa great father to all 10.0f his krds, After his {lrst diVGI’CG he”
Sttt gotcustody of four of hischildrer frism his first marriage .He did not find. out abouthis .+ -
Vel v e daughterJuntlf she was 15 at that time he tock her in immediately, - e -

F

... . Alfonso has.one of the biggest hearts I've ever come across. One of his greatest passmns fs -
- - mentoring troubled youth, especlai!y those with a.single-parent home:, As a friend hig onalw y
o second to none I’m proud of my brother for the man he aspires to be. Unfortunately,,he s hagl,
S - tn hattle a lotof personal issuessuch as the death of our mother, his twit brother, his flancée, -
T two best friends and also the death of our nephew his twin brother's sor who he'i is, raised.as hlS
RS . own after the death of our brother. It's pretty long healing process as a famaly we really didn't
R understand the depth of his emetional pain or mental struggles. I'am more than preparedto
S assist my brother in his recovery anyway possthle. Alfonso is a good man whose. life path got -
o .. - foggy. With the help of our family:we believe we can clear some of the fogglness and get~hfm ks
back onto the rrght path. . AR

o=

Rita Hunter L ) =
EE
[ el

3/6/23. . . T IR

R
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RE Afonso Denga »A .4

.Dear whoever is !’G?‘@if}g this, My faiher is human, and as we know humans make

......

. mistakes. | believe e has payed for these mistakes the last. 3. years and that k¢ + -
. ready to take the n

eady to take the next steps to build back up hisrelationships with his famnily, ~+
Something that we ail wanit in return too. He's currenily missing critical phases (3

., life that iy il sister (6 years old) and little brother(13 ysars old) arégoing thrk,
. . They redlly need him'and a tatherly figure in they life rightnow. .




(RRNY TSI

. I'm writing this tetter on behalfofiAlforiso Cenga. My name i$ Guilhe
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Re: Afonso Den.ga>—l< SN U A
TR I ST PR ST S F IO

SRR . RRRTITERWITE R RS

i Gt et B

To Whom this May Concern,
Do cremd Wi verion

- > rmina Derig Alfongo’s
older sister. But writing this letter as his Pzsvor: I'started speaking to Mr.

. Denga.consistently in April of 2020, When we first began [ can hear the bitterness, pain,
frustration, and brokeness in-his voice. We started looking at his-$piritual walk with God. I
would give him verses te read dnd meditate on. He wanted change and you can hear the
. excitement in his voice when I gave him the verses to meditate on. Inoticed a change in his

voice on howhe viewed his circuristance. We would end our conversations in prayer and
truly Jooked forward to pur conversations because he sounded so alive again, I remember

. one particular conversation we.had, Mr, Denga expressed how disappointed he was in
* himself on how he allowed iiimself back in thiis type of situation. His disappointment was

due to not being able to see his children and not able to suipport them. I reminded him not

to-forget the feeling he felt so he doesn't find himself there again. As his Pastors Myself and

my Husband commit to helping hirs on his journey to healing and restoring his life and his
family. ' '

As his sister I'ask the ICE to nlease forgive him for all he has done. He sees and realizés how

.much he hurt his wife, and children: I believe in life one needs to comfort his/her issues to

heal and to beccme a better person. My brother has accepted his mental condition and .

‘wants help so hie néver firids himself it this place again. My faraily is willing to help him
“-every step of the way, | believe hetzn become the best husband, father, brother, son, uncle,

and grandfather I know Kim to be. My bather loves his children more than anything, his

. biggest regret is the timéhe has spent apart from them. Please have mercy on him so heis
. able to reunite with his family te start 2 new journey.

Thank you

Guilhermina Denga- Matelo

__———




- - work, after doing'the wotk on himself. Please release him to rece _
. becoming as asset to othets, T thank you very niuch for reading these fe\;v words, - -
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RE:AfonsoD’enga'»-.‘ ' S o AT

To Whom It May Concern,
— : Lt

[ am writing this letfer. inisupport af Alfonso Denga. I realize that my brother has made some, bag: 1) -
decisicns, but I believe'he is really:in need of help. He wants. tp do better and is willingto do.the.. .. ¢,

. work te get there. Alfonso. i trulya good petson. He suffers from internal pain stemmingfromthe -
good p dernal p i .

loss of his twin brother and maiy others in his life. T am pleading with the courts to offer Affonso an, .

opportunity to receive treatment, Fis family really does need him and his children love him. Heis '

their providet and  know he only wants the best forthem. ~ 0 " 7 SRR

Alfonso has so:much to offer; he is-very smart and atticulate. He had desired to mentor young'mieh H

going through simifar traumas as he has experienced in his life.'T would really like to see hitm do that" "
ive the help hé needs; 'B._QC{ did hint i

ves o e TR,

' - St

L o * .
SR TR | Y
Sincerely,
] . LT : - P DT }-; e F oy
&MDW _ R VO P N
MR L bl [N B SRS B M‘.
S :’. il Vas
, R B S SEPTR R
Richard Denga .
- R TC T VIN (1S SR PP N ST
S ey ISR
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| am writing this letter on behalf of my ex-husband,
Alfonso Denga, who is currently facing sentencing in
your court. Although we are no longer married, he is
the father of our four children, and | feel it is important
to speak honestly about his character and the role he
plays in their lives.

Alfonso has always been a devoted father to our
children. He maintains a loving and meaningful
relationship with them and has consistently shown
care, concern, and commitment to their well-being.
Our children rely on him not only for financial support,
but also for emotional guidance, stability, and
encouragement. He attends important events in their
lives, communicates with them regularly, and strives to
remain present despite our separation.

While no one is perfect and people can make
mistakes, | have seen firsthand his growth and
dedication to becoming a better person and father. He
understands the setiousness of his situation and the
impact it has on our children and all of our life in
general. They love their father deeply, and his
absence would cause significant emotional hardship
for them.

As their mother, my primary concern is always the
well-being of our children. [ truly believe that keeping

" their father in their lives is in their best interest. He
plays an important role in their development, and they
benefit greatly from having both parents involved.

| respectfully ask the Court to consider his character
as a father and the effect his removal would have on
four innocent children who depend on him. Thank you
for taking the time to consider this letter.

Sincerely,

Bianca Meiia
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Re: Character Reference for Alfonso Denga
To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing this letter in strong support of my good friend,
Alfonso Denga. | have had the privilege of knowing Alfonso for
15 years, and during this time | have come to know him as a
person of integrity, kindness, and strong moral character.

Alfonso is a responsible and hardworking individual who
consistently demonstrates respect for others and dedication to
his community. He is someone who takes his commitments
seriously—whether to his work, his friends, or his family. | have
personally witnessed his willingness to help others without
expecting anything in return. He is dependable, honest, and
compassionate.

In addition to his positive character, Alfonso has always shown
a deep respect for the laws and values of this country. He
strives to contribute in meaningful ways and to build a stable,
productive life. His presence has had a positive impact on
those around him, including myself.

It is without hesitation that | express my support for Alfonso
Denga. | sincerely hope the Court will consider his good
character, contributions, and the positive influence he has on
his community when making its decision.

If additional information would be helpful, | would be more than
willing to provide it.

Respectfully,

Curtis L Roberson, »A
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My name is Nazarie Denga and | am 19 years old. |
am writing this letter in support of my father, Alfonso
Denga, who is currently before this court. | respectfully
ask that you consider my words as you make your
decision about his future.

My father has always been a loving and supportive
parent in my life. He has worked hard to provide for
our family and has always done his best to guide me
and teach me important values such as respect,
responsibility, and perseverance. Growing up, | saw
firsthand the sacrifices he made to make sure | had
what | needed, whether it was food on the table,
clothes for school, or encouragement when | felt
discouraged.

Beyond being a provider, my father has been
emotionally present in my life. He has supported me
through challenges, celebrated my achievements, and
encouraged me to pursue my goals. His presence in
my life has shaped the person | am today. The thought
of losing him from our daily lives would be devastating
not only to me, but to our entire family.

My father is an important pillar in our family. He helps
guide and support us, and his absence would create
emotional and financial hardship. | truly believe he

" deserves the opportunity to remain with his family and
continue contributing positively to our lives and our
community.

| respectfully ask the court to show compassion and
allow my father the chance to stay with his children/
grandchildren and continue being the father we rely
on. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and
consider my perspective.

=
Respectfully, W%Z o
< fhptes
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Dear Honorable Judge,

My name is Njjia—=g and | am the son of Alfonso
Denga. | am writing this letter with deep respect to
share what kind of person my father truly is and what
he means to our family.

My father is a loving, hardworking, and devoted
parent. Throughout my life, he has always put his
family first. He has worked tirelessly to provide for us,
support us emotionally, and guide us with strong
values. He has taught me the importance of honesty,
responsibility, faith, and hard work.

He is not only a father but also a positive presence in
our community. He is the type of person who helps
others without expecting anything in return. My dad
has always tried to lead by example and make
choices that reflect his commitment to bemg a better
person and provider.

If my father is allowed to remain in the United States,
he will continue to support and guide our family. His
presence in our lives is essential emotionally and
financially. Losing him would cause our family
tremendous hardship and pain.

1 respectfully ask the Court to consider his character,
his dedication te his family, and the positive role he
plays in our lives. He is more than a case number —
he is a father, a provider, and a man who loves his
family deeply.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and for
considering my father s future.

Respectfully,
N>.<

(

==




