
respectfully submit this response pursuant to the Court9s briefing 



For claims that <fall within the 8core9 of the writ of habeas corpus,= <jurisdiction 

lies in only one district: the district of confinement.=  

The habeas statute provides that the proper respondent to a habeas petition is <the 

person who has custody over [the petitioner].=  28 U.S.C. §2242.  <The consistent use [in 

generally only one proper respondent to a given prisoner9s habeas petition=4

<who has the 

of such party before the court or judge[.]=  

confinement, <the default rule is that the proper respondent is the warden of the facility 

supervisory official.=  

because district courts may grant writs of habeas corpus only <within their respective 

jurisdictions,= 

9s <bright light rule= contains no exceptions except those carved out in §§



could not identify <a single case in which [it] deviated from the longstanding 

rule= and <allowed a habeas petitioner challenging his present physical custody within the 

file somewhere other than the district of confinement.=  

to comply with district of confinement rule is <fatal= to court9s jurisdiction).  

principles of personal jurisdiction.  For a district court to grant habeas relief, it <must be 

able to exercise personal jurisdiction over the custodian of the petitioner.= 

, 229 F. App9x 110, 111 (3d Cir. 2007) (affirming dismissal of petition 

because petitioner was confined in different district and noting <possible departure from 

proper filing=) (citing 3

4



No matter where the underlying events or omissions giving rise to a petitioner9s 

detention occur, <the proper respondent to a habeas petition is the person who has custody 

over the petitioner= and <not the Attorney General or some other remote supervisory 

official.= 9 detention <originated= here 

the Supreme Court9s decision in 

he Supreme Court9s decision in 

.  The Supreme Court held that <the Northern 

District 8 jurisdiction in this case and that Endo9s removal … did not cause it to 

lose jurisdiction where a person in whose custody she remains is within the district.9=  

<important but 

jurisdiction.=  



court <already had acquired jurisdiction over [the petitioner9s] 

=).  

<

.=


