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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

EL PASO DIVISION 

VICENTE PEREZ ROJAS, 
Petitioner, 

v. 

PAMELA BONDI, 
Attorney General of the United States; 

KRISTI NOEM, 

Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security; 

TODD M. LYONS, 
Acting Director of U.S, Immigration and Customs Enforcement; 

MARY DE ANDA-YBARRA, 
ICE Field Office Director, El Paso, Texas; 

Respondents. 

Case number: 3:25-cv-761 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 

(28 U.S.C, § 2241) 

INTRODUCTION 
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Petitioner Vicente Perez Rojas (“Mr. Perez”) respectfully petitions this Court for a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241, challenging his unlawful and prolonged civil 
immigration detention by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”), 

Mr. Perez has been present in the United States for nearly three decades, with documentary proof 
establishing his physical presence in the United States no later than June 19, 1996, when he 
graduated from Roberto Clemente Community Academy High School in Chicago, Illinois, He 
has continuously resided in the United States since that time, raising and supporting a large 
family of United States citizen children and contributing meaningfully to his community, 

Mr. Perez is the father of the following U.S. citizen children: 

SS 1998 

Mr. Perez is also a long-term parental figure and caretaker to Ai-=——==—l, born <| 
his partner’s daughter, whom he has helped raise and support, 

Critically, i —— —— | now five years old, has been diagnosed with autism. 
Medical and psychological research overwhelmingly confirms that the sudden removal of a 
primary caregiver—particularly a parent—poses severe and lasting psychological harm to 
children on the autism spectrum, Mr. Perez’s detention places his child at grave risk of 
regression, emotional distress, and developmental harm, 

Mr. Perez has no criminal record, no pending criminal matters anywhere in the United States or 
abroad, and has never posed a danger to the community. At the time of his arrest, he was on his 
way to work at a restaurant owned by Rosebud Restaurants Inc., where he has maintained steady 
lawful employment and paid taxes. 

ICE officers arrested Mr. Perez without a warrant, without probable cause, and without any 
individualized determination of flight risk or danger. He was seized during routine daily activity 
and placed into immigration custody without statutory or constitutional authority, 

Habeas corpus relief is necessary and appropriate to remedy this unlawful detention. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2241, 28 U.S.C. § 133 1, and 5 U.S.C. § 702. 
Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e) because the events giving rise to this petition 
occurred within the Western District of Texas and Petitioner is currently detained within this 
District. 
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PARTIES 

Petitioner: Vicente Perez Rojas, a longtime resident of the United States who has resided 
continuously in this country since at least June 1996. 

Respondents: Federal agencies and officials responsible for Petitioner’s unlawful arrest, 
detention, and custody. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

Mr. Perez has resided continuously in the United States for nearly 30 years. 
. He graduated from an American high school in Chicago, Illinois on June 19, 1996, 

conclusively establishing long-term presence. 
3. He is the father of multiple United States citizen children, including a minor child 

diagnosed with autism. 
He has no criminal history of any kind. 
He has maintained steady employment with Rosebud Restaurants Inc, and has paid taxes, 
ICE arrested Mr, Perez without a warrant and without individualized suspicion. 
At the time of arrest, Mr. Perez was traveling to his place of employment. 
ICE failed to conduct any meaningful assessment of flight risk or danger. 
Mr. Perez poses no risk to the community and has overwhelming equities favoring 
release. ‘ 

10. His detention interferes with his ability to pursue statutory immigration relief, including 
Cancellation of Removal under INA § 240A(b). 

11. Mr, Perez has been detained for approximately a month and still has not received any 
court date before an immigration judge, a notice to appear before the immigration court, 
or even an A number which would assign a case to him. Without an A number not only 
will it be impossible to start any process before the immigration court, it will also be 
difficult to search for the current location of his detention, 
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CLAIMS FOR RELIEF 

COUNT I 

Detention Without Due Process — Fifth Amendment 

Civil immigration detention must be grounded in statutory authority and meaningful procedural 
safeguards. Detention outside the INA’s framework violates due process. 
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Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678, 690-92 (2001). 
Santos vy. Warden, FCI Oakdale, 965 F.3d 203, 210-11 (Sth Cir, 2020). 
Plerre-Paul v. Barr, 930 F.3d 684, 693-94 (Sth Cir, 2019). 

Mr. Perez’s warrantless arrest and detention violate the Fifth Amendment. 

COUNT 

Detention Without Statutory Authority (Pre-NTA Detention) 

Detention authority requires active removal proceedings. 

* 8ULS.C. § 1226(a) 
* 8ULS.C, § 1229(a) 
© &CER. § 1003.14(a) 

Banos v. Asher, 388 F.3d 1189, 1191-92 (Sth Cir. 2004). 
Garcia v. Taylor, 40 F.3d 299, 303 (5th Cir. 1994), 

District courts within Texas have repeatedly held such detention unlawful: 

Mendoza v. Barr, 391 F. Supp. 3d 725 (W.D. Tex. 2019). 
Castillo v, Barr, 441 F, Supp. 3d 626 (S.D. Tex. 2020). 

COUNT II 

Interference with the Right to Apply for Relief 

The government may not administer detention in a manner that nullifies statutory rights, 

Reno v. Flores, 507 U.S, 292, 306 (1993). 
Abdel-Muhti v. Ashcroft, 314 F.3d 281, 286 (5th Cir. 2002), 
Ponce-Osorio v. Johnson, 824 F.3d 502, 506-07 (5th Cir, 2016). 

Texas courts further prohibit detention practices that undermine access to relief: 

Th Ortega v. ICE Field Office Director, 737 F. Supp. 2d 435 (W.D. Tex. 2010). 
Santos-Alvarado v. Barr, 467 F. Supp. 3d 676 (S.D. Tex, 2020), 

REQUEST FOR RELIEF 
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Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court: 

Issue a Writ of Habeas Corpus ordering Mr. Perez’s immediate release; 
Enjoin Respondents from transferring him outside the Western District of Texas; 
Declare his arrest and detention unlawful; 
Grant all further relief the Court deems just and proper, B
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Qeete— | 
Brandon Carter 
Counsel for Petitioner 
GPLLC 

1010 Lake St., Suite 200 
Oak Park, IL 60301 
708-801-8159 
BCarter@globalperiphery.com 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE : 

On 12/31/2025, I, Brandon Carter, I certify that on this date, a true and correct copy of the 
foregoing Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus was served via CM/ECE and U.S. Mail upon all 
Respondents, 

Brandon Carter 
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Exhibit List 

Mexican Passport of Vicente Perez Rojas 

llinols Driver's License of Vicente Perez Rojas 

U.S birth certificates of Vicente’s children and one additional children that lives in the home but 

is not his biologically 

. Search results from ICE Detainee locator website 

Medical documentation in regard to Mr. Perez's son’s autism diagnosis 


