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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

WESTERN DIVISION
ZIYODBEK MUKHAMEDOV,
No. 5:25-cv-167-DCB-BWR
Petitioner,
V.
RAFAEL VERGARA, et al.
Respondents.

APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

1. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2243, Petitioner Ziyodbek Mukhamedov, by and
through undersigned counsel, respectfully requests that this Court issue an
order to Respondents, requiring them to show cause why his Petition for
Writ of Habeas Corpus, filed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241, should not be
granted.

2. Petitioner challenges his detention in immigration custody by Respondents,
which violates the Immigration and Nationality Act and due process.

3. Therefore, Petitioner requests that the Court order his release, or
alternatively, a bond hearing at which the government bears the burden of

showing that his continued detention is necessary.
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4. The federal habeas corpus statute provides that “a court, justice, or judge
entertaining an application for a writ of habeas corpus shall forthwith award
the writ or issue an order directing the respondent to show cause why the
writ should not be granted, unless it appears from the application that the
applicant or person detained is not entitled thereto.” 28 U.S.C. § 2243,

5. Section 2243 further provides that the writ or order to show cause “shall be
returned within three days unless for good cause additional time, not
exceeding twenty days, is allowed.”

6. Section 2243 further provides that the court shall hold a hearing on the writ
or order to cause within five days of the return, unless for good cause
additional time is allowed. There, “the court shall summarily hear and
determine the facts, and dispose of the matter as law and justice require.” 8
U.S.C. § 2243.

7. Pursuant to § 2243, Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court
immediately issue an Order to Show Cause against Respondents.

8. Petitioner further requests in accordance with § 2243 that this Court require
respondents to file a return within three days of the Court’s order, showing

cause, if any, why the writ of habeas corpus should not be granted.
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Dated: December 19, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Robert McDuff
ROBERT B. MCDUFF
Miss. Bar No. 2532
PALOMA WU

Miss. Bar No. 105464
HARYA TAREKEGN
Miss. Bar No. 106740
Mississippi Center for Justice
210 E. Capitol Street
Suite 1800

Jackson, MS 39201
(601) 259-8484
rbm@mcdufflaw.com

REBECCA HUFSTADER*
Penn. Bar No. 321155
EMILY THORNTON*
Minn. Bar No. 0402010
Legal Services of New Jersey

100 Metroplex Drive, Suite 101

Edison, New Jersey 08817
rhufstader@lsnj.org
(732) 529-8236
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*Applications for admission pro hac

vice forthcoming

COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I certify that the foregoing was filed on the ecf system which serves copies
on all counsel of record and that I emailed copies of the foregoing and the Petition
for Writ of Habeas Corpus to the Office of the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of Mississippi.
This 19 day of December, 2025.

s/ Robert B. McDuff
Counsel for Petitioner




