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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

Tomas Morales Ajpacaja 

Petitioner, 

Vv. 

John Doe, Warden, Otay Mesa Detention Center; _ . ot 
John Doe, Field Office Director, San Diego Field Civil Action No.: '250V3436 AGS DEB 

Office, United States Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement; TODD M. LYONS, Acting Director, PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS 

United States Immigration and Customs CORPUS 
Enforcement; KRISTI NOEM, Secretary of 

Homeland Security; PAMELA JO BONDI, United ; . 

States Attorney General, in their official capacities, PETITIONER'S DHS NUMBER: 
———eE 

Respondents. _ 

VERIFIED PETITION FOR A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 2241 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Petitioner Tomas Morales Ajpacaja —— —< is in the physical custody of Respondents 

at the Otay Mesa Detention Center in San Diego, CA. 

2. Petitioner is unlawfully detained. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the 

Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) have improperly concluded that Petitioner, 

despite being physically present within the interior of and residing in the United States and 

being arrested in Los Angeles, California, should be deemed to be seeking admission to the 
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VENUE 

12. Pursuant to Braden v. 30th Judicial Circuit Court of Kentucky, 410 U.S. 484, 493- 500 (1973), 

venue lies in the United States District Court for the Southern District of California, the 

judicial district in which Petitioner is currently detained. 

13. Venue is also properly in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e) because Respondents are 

employees, officers, and agencies of the United States, and because a substantial part of the 

events or omissions giving rise to the claims occurred in the Southern District of California. 

PARTIES 

14, Petitioner Tomas Morales Ajpacaja (| was arrested by ICE agents on June 25, 

2025 in the area of Los Angeles, California. He has been in immigration detention since that 

date. After arresting Petitioner, ICE did not set bond and Petitioner requested review of his 

custody by an IJ. On September 12, 2025, Petitioner was granted bond by an IJ at the Otay Mesa 

Immigration Court. DHS appealed the decision to the Board of Immigration Appeals, which 

overturned the IJ decision and denied bond because Petitioner was deemed an “applicant for 

admission.” 

15.Respondent John Doe is the Warden of the Otay Mesa Detention Center, where Petitioner is 

currently detained. He is a legal custodian of Petitioner and is named in his official capacity. 

16. Respondent John Doe is the Field Office Director responsible for the San Diego Field Office 

of ICE with administrative jurisdiction over Petitioner’s immigration case. He is a legal 

custodian of Petitioner and is named in his official capacity. 

17.Respondent Todd M. Lyons is the Acting Director of ICE. He is a legal custodian of Petitioner 

and is named in his official capacity. | 

18.Respondent Kristi Noem is the Secretary of the United States Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS). She is a legal custodian of Petitioner and is named in her official capacity. 
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