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JASON RONIS (229628) 
Francisco J, Aldana (216388) 
LAW OFFICES OF JASON A. RONIS 
105 F Street, Third Floor 
San Diego, California 92101 
Phone: 619-813-8058 
JasonRonis@ gmail.com 

Attorney for Petitioner 
THAT TOM NGIAM 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

THAT TOM NGIAM, Case Number; .296V3405 TWR BLM 

Petitioner, 

vs. — 
DHS No.: A ell 

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary of Homeland 
Security, PAM BONDI, Attorney General, | PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS 
Todd M. Lyons, Director of Immigration and| CORPUS, 
Customs Enforcement, Patrick Divver, San | 28 U.S.C. §2241 
Diego ICE Field Office Director; Christopher 
J. LaRose, Director — Otay Mesa Detention 
Center. 

Respondents. 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, WRIT OF MANDAMUS, 
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, AND IMMEDIATE RELEASE FROM 

CUSTODY 

1. Petitioner, THAT TOM NGIAM, (“Petitioner”), a native of Cambodia is being 

kept by the department of Homeland Security at 7488 Calzada De La Fuente, San Diego, 

California 92154. Defendant has been detained since October 24, 2025, after his Supervision 

I 
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Order was revoked. (See Exhibit 1, which is a true and correct copy of the Revocation of Order 

of Supervision) 

2, Petitioner wrote in that order that he had a United States Citizen wife, that he was 

requesting asylum because he was afraid to go to Cambodia, a country he has not been to since 

1979, The DHS has not afforded him a reasonable fear interview and is not allowing him to 

post a bond. 

3. Petitioner arrived in the United States at the age of 6 years old. He was born on 

—< < | and arrived in the United States and received a legal permanent residence since 

July 6, 1979, 

4. On March 30, 1994, Petitioner, unaware of the immigration consequences of his 

plea, entered of plea of guilty in violation of California Penal Code 459, 2" degree commercial 

burglary, California Superior Court Case No.: eal 

5. On February 2, 1997, Petitioner, unaware of the immigration consequences of his 

plea, entered of plea of guilty in violation of Vehicle Code Section 10851 (a), “joyriding.” 

6. As a result of the March 30, 1994, conviction, he was ordered removed from the 

United States on July 10, 1998. He was told he would not get removed because Cambodia was 

not taking back its refugees. This was over 27 years ago. 

7. Now Petitioner finds himself in immigration detention with the threat of being 

sent back to Cambodia, a Country he does not know. 

8. Petitioner immediately requested that the California Superior Court for the 

County of San Diego vacate his convictions because of ineffective assistance of counsel and 

because he did not understand the immigration consequences of his plea. He did not know he 

would be deported to Cambodia. 
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9. On November 24, 2025, his conviction in case was vacated and 

dismissed. The order of the court stated, “for good cause appearing thereon due to procedural 

and substantive defects and constitutional infirmity, It is ordered that the guild plea is 

withdrawn.” The People of the State of California then dismissed the case. Therefore, due to 

violation of the United States Constitution, his conviction has been vacated. 

10. OnNovember 21, 2025, his conviction in case ——_ | was vacated and 

dismissed. The order of the court stated, “for good cause appearing thereon due to procedural 

and substantive defects and constitutional infirmity, It is ordered that the guild plea is 

withdrawn.” The People of the State of California then dismissed the case. Therefore, due to 

violation of the United States Constitution, his conviction has been vacated. 

11. On November 25, 2025, Petitioner filed a “Motion to Reopen his Removal 

Proceedings,” and asked DHS to stop his removal until the case was heard. Respondent was 

informed that the orders came from above and that they would not stop his removal and he was 

not getting a reasonable or credible fear interview. 

12. OnNovember 25, 2025, Petitioner filed a “Motion to Stay he Removal.” 

13. | His removal order had been signed by an Immigration Judge in Lancaster, 

California, but that Immigration Court has been moved to Adelanto, California. Since his case is 

an old “paper case,” the court had to order it from storage and that would take 30 days. 

14. The Petitioner asked US Immigration and Custom’s Enforcement to delay his 

removal until this Motion to Reopen is heard, but they stated they cannot do that as the orders 

come from above. 

15. Petitioner is married to a United States Citizen and has two United States minor 

children who rely on him. 
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