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I, INTRODUCTION 

1. Alibek Islamov is a native of the former USSR and a citizen of Russia who entered 

the United States on or about July 16, 2021, in DT status, as reflected in his I-94 Admission 

Record i <= He was paroled until December 22, 2022. Mr. Islamov subsequently 

filed an affirmative application for asylum with USCIS on June 28, 2022 (See Exhibits A and B). 

Nevertheless, on March 18, 2025, despite his pending asylum application and lack of any criminal 

history, Mr. Islamov was detained by the Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”). 

2. Petitioner respectfully asks this Court to find that his detention is unlawful and to 

order his immediate release from custody under appropriate conditions. His continued detention 

without a hearing as to flight risk and danger to the community violates the U.S. Constitution and 

federal law. 

Il. JURISDICTION 

1. This action arises under the Constitution of the United States and the Immigration 

and Nationality Act (“INA”), 8 U.S.C. § 1101 et seq. 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241 (habeas 

corpus), 28 U.S.C. § 1331, and Article I, § 9, cl. 2 of the United States Constitution (the 

Suspension Clause). 

3. This Court may grant relief under the habeas corpus statutes, 28 U.S.C. § 2241 et 

seq.; the Declaratory Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2201 et seq.; and 28 U.S.C. § 1651. 

Il, VENUE 

4, Venue is proper in this Court because Petitioner is detained at the Otay Mesa 

Detention Center in San Diego, California, which lies within the jurisdiction of the Southern 

District of California. 
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IV. REQUIREMENTS OF 28 U.S.C. § 2243 

5. Under 28 U.S.C. § 2243, the Court must grant the petition for a writ of habeas 

corpus or issue an order to show cause to the respondents forthwith, unless it appears from the 

petition that the petitioner is not entitled to relief. If an order to show cause is issued, the Court 

must require respondents to file a return “within three days unless for good cause additional time, 

not exceeding twenty days, is allowed.” Jd. 

V. PARTIES 

6. Petitioner Alibek Islamov is a native of the former USSR and a citizen of Russia. 

He entered the United States on or about July 16, 2021, in DT status, as reflected in his I-94 

Admission Record No i=l Te is currently detained at the Otay Mesa Detention Center 

in San Diego, California (See Exhibit C). Petitioner is in custody and under the direct control of 

Respondents and their agents. 

7. Respondent Christopher J. LaRose is sued in his official capacity as the Senior 

Warden of the Otay Mesa Detention Center. In this capacity, Respondent LaRose is a legal 

custodian of Petitioner and has authority to order his release. 

8. Respondent Kristi Noem, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS), is sued in her official capacity. In this capacity, Secretary Noem is responsible for the 

implementation and enforcement of the Immigration and Nationality Act and oversees U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the agency responsible for Petitioner’s detention and 

custody. Secretary Noem is therefore a legal custodian of Petitioner. 

9. Respondent Pam Bondi, Attorney General of the United States, is sued in her 

official capacity as the senior official of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). In that capacity, 

she has ultimate supervisory authority over the immigration courts and the Board of Immigration 

3 
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Appeals (BIA) and is responsible for the interpretation and enforcement of the immigration laws 

in removal proceedings. Attorney General Bondi is therefore a legal custodian of Petitioner. 

VI. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

10. _— Petitioner Alibek Islamov is a 39-year-old native of the former USSR and a citizen 

of Russia. He is married to Bella Nakaeva and is the father of three children _— 

ee . : . 
a 2) of whom currently reside in San Diego, 

California. 

11. Prior to his detention, Mr. Islamov resided with his wife and children in San Diego, 

California, and operated his own trucking and transportation business through Bisector LLC, a 

company he personally formed and owns, using his commercially registered Freightliner truck 

(See Exhibits D, E). 

12. _ Petitioner has strong community ties and no criminal history. His detention has 

caused significant hardship to his family, including emotional and developmental impact on his 

children, as reflected in the letter from his daughter and the letter from his son’s wrestling coach 

(See Exhibits F and G). 

13. Petitioner has timely filed his individual income tax returns. His consistent tax 

compliance reflects his adherence to U.S. law and underscores the equities favoring release (See 

Exhibit H). 

14. | On March 18, 2025, Petitioner was apprehended by agents of U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”). Despite having a pending affirmative asylum application, and 

showing valid documentation (driver’s license, SSN, and work permit), the agents detained 

Petitioner and transported him to immigration custody at the Otay Mesa Detention Center 

(OMDC) in San Diego, California, operated by CoreCivic under contract with ICE. 


















