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Detained 

Attorney for Petitioner Deili Porfidi MAURICIO CANO 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of: 

MAURICIO CANO, Deili Porfidi 

Petitioner, 

V. 

CHRISTOPHER J. LAROSE, Senior 
Warden of the Otay Mesa Detention 
Center; PATRICK DIVVER, Field 

Office Director, San Diego Office of 
Detention and Removal, U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement; TODD M. LYONS, 

Acting Director, U.S. Immigration; 

and Customs Enforcement, U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security; 
and KRISTI NOEM, Secretary, U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security 

Respondent’s — Defendants. 
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PETITIONER’S TRAVERSE TO RESPONDENT’S RETURN 

Petitioner, Deili Mauricio Cano, through undersigned counsel, respectfully submit this 

Traverse to Respondent’s Return and in support of her Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus. 
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Ii. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

Petitioner is a 24-year-old citizen and national of Guatemala. She fled Guatemala out of fear 

of persecution on account of her religion. She and her family are active in the Christian faith, 

with her father serving as a pastor. Petitioner was a and 

safe for the Petitioner to return to her home country or Honduras, as the criminal gang members 

have alleged that they would return to her home to find her. She entered the United States 

around January 1, 2025. On or about March 18, 2025, she was served a Notice to Appear 

charging her as inadmissible. 

DHS initiated full removal proceedings under 8 U.S.C. § 1229a. Petitioner complied with all 

requirements, appeared for hearings, and in May 2025 filed a Form J-589 Application for 

Asylum, Withholding of Removal, and protection under the Convention Against Torture. On or 

about October 29, 2025, DHS filed a Motion to Pretermit, arguing that the 2025 Asylum 

Cooperative Agreement between the United States and Honduras bars consideration of 

Petitioner’s asylum claim or renders it legally insufficient. 

DHS abruptly detained Petitioner, who now resides in the Otay Mesa Detention Center in 

this District, and her case was assigned to the Otay Mesa Immigration Court. Petitioner has 

remained detained in Otay Mesa ever since. 

On November 21, 2025, the Immigration Judge issued an order granting the DHS’s Motion 

to Pretermit. The Petitioner reserved appeal because the judge erred in granting the motion to 

pretermit, and the appeal is currently pending with the BIA. 

In the Petition, Petitioner alleges that DHS detained her not because of any individualized 

concern about danger or flight but as part of a broader policy to leverage detention and 
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