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FEDERAL DEFENDERS OF SAN DIEGO, INC. 
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San Diego, California 92101-5030 
Telephone: (619) 234-8467 
Facsimile: (619) 687-2666 
Katie_Hurrelbrink@fd.org 

Attorneys for Mr. Paudel 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAMIR PAUDEL, 

Petitioner, 

Vv. 

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary of the 
p Ratiment of Homeland Beouny, 
PAMELA JO BONDI, Attorney General, 
TODD M. LYONS, Acting Director, 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
JESUS ROCHA, Acting Field Office 
Director, San Diego Field Office, 
CHRISTOPHER LAROSE, Warden at 
Otay Mesa Detention Center, 

Respondents. 

CIVIL CASE NO.: 25-cv-3174-AGS 

Traverse in Support of 
Petition for a Writ of 

Habeas Corpus 

& 

Reply in Support of Motion for a 
Temporary Restraining Order 

On November 17, 2025, Samir Paudel filed a habeas petition after the 

government detained him without removing him for over eight months. On 

December 1, 2025, the government filed a response stating that ICE has obtained a 

travel document for Mr. Paudel and that he is scheduled to be removed around 

December 7, 2025. Doc. 9. 

The supporting ICE declaration shows egregious delays in seeking travel 

documents for Mr. Paudel. Federal law charges ICE with avoiding unnecessary 

detention by effectuating removal within 90 days. 8 U.S.C. § 1231(a). But here, 
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ICE did nothing to try to effectuate Mr. Paudel’s removal for the first seven and a 

half months after his removal order became final. See Doc. 9-1 at {1 6-8. When 

ICE finally asked Nepal for a travel document in late October, Nepal responded 

affirmatively in less than 30 days. Doc. 9-1 at {| 8. Mr. Paudel did nothing wrong— 

he just exercised his right to seek asylum. But ICE’s inexplicable negligence has 

deprived him of well over half a year of his life. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Paudel agrees that if ICE succeeds in removing him on 

December 7, his habeas claims cannot succeed and will be moot. In that case, 

Mr. Paudel will work with the government to notify the Court to give the Court the 

opportunity to cancel the December 10 hearing. But if not, Mr. Paudel requests that 

his hearing move forward as scheduled on December 10 to identify the source of 

the delay and determine whether it will likely continue to obstruct his removal in 

the reasonably foreseeable future. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: December 3, 2025 8/ Katie Hurrelbrink 
KATIE HURRELBRINK 
Federal Defenders of San Diego, Inc. 
Email: Katie Hurrelbrink@fd.org 
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