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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
LAREDO DIVISION

DIANE EKEMBE,
Petitioner,

V.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 5:25-¢cv-00225
ORLANDO PEREZ, in his official
capacity as Warden of the Laredo
Processing Center, MIGUEL
VERGARA, in his official capacity as
Warden of the Laredo Processing Center,
KRISTI NOEM, in her official capacity
as Secretary of the United States
Department of Homeland Security,
PAMELA BONDI, in her official
capacity as Attorney General of the
United States Department of Justice
Respondents.
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JOINT STATUS REPORT

Pursuant to the Court’s Order dated December 18, 2025 (Dkt. No. 24), the Parties
hereby submit this Joint Status Report to confirm Petitioner’s release from custody and advise
the Court of the conditions of her release:
1. On November 18, 2025, Petitioner, Diane Ekembe, filed a Petition for Writ of Habeas
Corpus challenging her continued detention. (Dkt. No. 1).
2. On December 1, 2025, Respondents filed a Motion to Dismiss the Petition for Writ of
Habeas Corpus. (Dkt. No. 18).
3. On December 18, 2025, the Court granted in part Petitioner’s petition for a Writ of
Habeas Corpus and ordered Respondents to release Petitioner from custody to a public place

no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 22, 2025. (Dkt. No. 24).
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4. On December 18, 2025, ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations (“ERO”)
informed Petitioner’s counsel that Petitioner could be picked up at ERO’s office next to the
Laredo Processing Center at 11 a.m. on December 19, 2025.

5. The Parties confirm that Petitioner Diane Ekembe was released from custody on
December 19, 2025, to a public location, namely the ERO office adjacent to the Laredo
Processing Center.

0. Upon Ms. Ekembe’s release, ICE issued an Order of Supervision (“OSUP”) imposing
various conditions on Ms. Ekembe’s release. See Ex. 7, OSUP. Among other conditions, the
OSUP requires that Ms. Ekembe (1) enroll and participate in an Alternatives to Detention
(“ATD”) program with GPS ankle monitoring, (2) register in a substance abuse program
within 14 days and provide ICE with written proof of registration, and (3) register in a sexual
deviancy counseling program within 14 days and provide ICE with written proof of
registration. OSUP, at 1, 3. Ms. Ekembe objects to these conditions and reserves the right to
formally object to these condition of her OSUP. She will submit an additional filing on this
issue.

7. The undersigned counsel for Petitioner contacted the undersigned AUSA seeking
clarification or stating concerns regarding some of the conditions for release.

8. The undersigned AUSA has contacted ICE regarding Petitioner’s questions and
concerns and is awaiting response and more information.

9. The parties will supplement this status report once these terms of release have been

tully clarified.
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Dated: December 23, 2025

Respectfully Submitted,

ALEX MCDONALD
JONES DAY

“S/”Alex McDonald

ALEX MCDONALD

JONES DAY, Pro Bono Counsel
1221 Peachtree Street N.E., Suite 400
Atlanta, Georgia 30361

GA. Bar No. 877484

Pro hac vice admitted

(404) 581-8369

alexmcdonald@jonesday.com

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
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Respectfully Submitted,

NICHOLAS J. GANJEI
United States

Attorney Southern
District of Texas

“S/”Gabriel Abebe
GABRIEL ABEBE
Assistant United States Attorney
1701 W. Bus. Highway 83
Suite 600

McAllen, Texas 78501
California No. 325376
Fed. Adm. No. 3938186
(956) 996-9422
gabriel.abebe@usdoj.gov
ATTORNEY IN
CHARGE FOR
RESPONDENTS




