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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

AYMAN SOLIMAN, 

Petitioner, 

v. HEARING REQUESTED 

TODD M. LYONS, Acting Director, Case No.: 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 

ROBERT LYNCH, Field Office Director 

Detroit Field Office; 

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary, United States 

Department of Homeland Security; 

RICHARD K. JONES, Sheriff, Butler County 

Jail; 

Respondents. 

EMERGENCY PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS PURSUANT TO 28 
U.S.C. § 2241 AND REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Petitioner Ayman Soliman, a detained non-citizen, asylum applicant, has been 

detained since July 9, 2025 in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody at the 

Butler County Jail, 705 Hanover Street, Hamilton, Ohio 45011. Mr. Soliman has no criminal 

history, was previously granted asylum by United States Citizenship and Immigration and Services 

(USCIS) and is currently pursuing review of the revocation and asylum before the Immigration 

1
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Courts. 

2 Petitioner has filed with the United States Immigration Court, Cleveland, Ohio, an 

application for custody redetermination (Bond). That application is currently pending and 

Petitioner is waiting for a scheduled hearing date. 

3, Petitioner seeks relief in the form of an Injunction or Temporary Restraining Order 

(TRO) preventing the United States Department of Homeland Security from moving or 

transferring Petitioner outside of the jurisdiction of the Cleveland Immigration Court until such 

time as a custody redetermination hearing can be held regarding Petitioner’s ongoing detention. 

Jurisdiction for consideration of release on bond is currently vested with the Cleveland 

Immigration Court pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 1003.19(h)(2)(i), as referenced by Immigration Court 

Practice Manual, Section 9.3(c)(3). 

4, Petitioner has submitted his signed statement in support of this application at 

Exhibit A. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. This Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2241(a) and § 2243, which authorizes 

federal district courts to grant writs of habeas corpus to persons in custody in violation of the 

Constitution or laws of the United States. See Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678, 687 (2001) (habeas 

jurisdiction over immigration detention challenges). 

6. This Court also has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2201, Declaratory Judgement 

Act, and the All Writs Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1651, to address constitutional violations and issue 

injunctive relief. 

7. Venue is proper in the Southern District of Ohio under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e) because 

Petitioner is detained at Butler County Jail, a detention facility located within this district. 

2
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FACTUAL HISTORY 

8 Respondent lawfully entered the United States with a B1/B2 visa on March 6, 2014. 

Contrary to the Notice to Appear, Respondent entered the United States at the Detroit International 

Airport. 

9. Respondent briefly adjusted his status to that of R-1. He then filed a timely asylum 

application with USCIS on February 2, 2015. 

10. Respondent was granted asylum in the United States on June 7, 2018. Subsequently, 

he followed the appropriate process to seek his “green card.” That process has been ongoing for 

over 6 years, with no resolution by USCIS. 

11. By letter dated December 4, 2024, USCIS notified Respondent of their intent to 

revoke his grant of asylum. A brief hearing was held on the revocation issue with the Chicago 

Asylum Office. A decision revoking the prior grant of asylum was issued under the signature of 

the Director of the Chicago Asylum Office, Darice Alvertos, on June 3, 2025. A notice to appear 

was issued on that same date and filed with the Immigration Court on June 5, 2025. 

12 Petitioner has submitted objections to the Notice to Appear in Immigration, 

objecting to the findings and conclusions of the Asylum Office. 

CLAIMS 

13. Petitioner has a right pursuant to the 5 Amendment of the United States 

Constitution to due process of law in immigration proceedings. Pyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202, 210 

(1982) While not specifically mandating due process in bond proceedings, the Supreme Court has 

stated that indefinite detention is impermissible. Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678 (2001). The
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Sixth Circuit, following Zadvydas, has required detention periods to be “reasonable.” Ly v. Hansen, 

351 F.3™ 263 (6% Cir. 2003). The Immigration Court Practice Manual states that a bond hearing 

should be held at “the earliest possible date.” Practice Manual Section 9.3(d). 

14. As of this filing, the Immigration Court has not yet scheduled the bond hearing 

date. The required filing of form 1-830 by DHS was completed today, over 36 hours after detention. 

The Immigration Court may now transfer the matter to their Detained Docket and schedule a 

custody redetermination hearing. 

15. DHS controls the location of Pétitioner’s detention. Petitioner’s detention 

location determines the immigration court jurisdiction. By relocating Petitioner, DHS can delay a 

bond hearing for Petitioner by requiring the Immigration Courts to change venue, per the courts 

jurisdictional rules. While the instant application may seem premature or speculative as 

Petitioner has not been transferred or directly threatened with transfer at this time, DHS-ICE 

proudly claims its detention system manages the “...most highly transient...” detained 

population in the world. (Source: https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management ) (Ex. B) 

Further, media reports have documented the use of transit, and relocation within the ICE 

detention system and how this practice and policy has stymied and even prevented detainees 

from seeking access to the court. (Source:https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration- 

detainees-trump-ice-students-visa ), Ex. C. 

16. Defendant DHS has already caused a delay and prevented access to the 

scheduling of an immigration bond hearing by delaying the filing of the I-830 for over 36 hours, 

(Ex. D, Immigration Court electronic docket) 

17. Petitioner is detained currently within the jurisdiction of the Cleveland



Case: 1:25-cv-00480-MRB-CMV Doc #: 3 Filed: 07/11/25 Page: 7 of 31 PAGEID #: 40 

Immigration Court. Petitioner’s access to an Immigration Judge for a bond hearing, is subject to 

the unfettered discretion of DHS to move him without notice. Further, the Immigration Court 

could not schedule a bond hearing until such time as DHS first filed the I-830 form and the 

matter is transferred to the court’s detained docket. 

18 Co-Counsel for Petitioner, Julia Healy, attempted to visit Petitioner at the Butler 

County Jail on July 9, 2025. Despite Petitioner being clearly listed on the jail’s detainee roster, 

Counsel Healy was turned away and told Petitioner was not there. (Exhibit E, Jail Roster) 

19. Thus, DHS controls the Immigration Courts ability to schedule a bond hearing. 

DHS controls jurisdiction and venue of the appropriate Immigration Court. DHS has unfettered 

discretion to delay bond hearings, and Immigration Court processes, by exercising this 

discretionary authority. DHS even controls counsel’s access to the client. Such power, when 

implemented, prevents Petitioner from timely access to the Immigration Courts, needlessly 

prolongs detention at great cost to the United States taxpayer, and denies Petitioner due process 

of law. 

20. This Court may grant a temporary restraining order and other such relief as 

necessary to prevent the transfer of a detained alien in immigration proceedings, in order to 

prevent access to immigration court, immigration counsel and immigration bond proceedings. 

See Hamama vy, Adducci, 258 F.Supp 3d 828 (E.D. Mich. 2017) (vacated on other grounds, 

Hamama v. Adducci, 912 F.3d 869, (6" Cir. 2018) (The Sixth Circuit vacated the District Court 

jurisdiction, under 8 USC 1252(g) which barred judicial review of removal orders.)) 

20. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 65(b), Petitioner requests a Temporary Restraining 

Order (TRO) prevent Defendants from transferring Petitioner to any detention facility outside the
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Cleveland Immigration Court’s jurisdiction until such time as the bond motion is resolved. 

Petitioner satisfies the TRO requirements: 

i. Likelihood of Success on the Merits: Petitioner’s due process claim is likely to 
succeed, as transfers that delay bond hearings and impair court access violate the Fifth 
Amendment. Defendant DHS has already denied Petitioner to access to a bond hearing in 
Immigration Court for over 36 hours. Defendant Richard Jones and the Butler County Jail 
have denied Counsel’s access to Petitioner, on July 9, 2025. Subsequent access was granted 

on July 10, 2025. 

ii. Irreparable Harm: Transfer would cause irreparable harm by prolonging 

detention, disrupting counsel’s representation, and delaying judicial review, with no 
adequate remedy at law. 

iii. Balance of Equities: The harm to Petitioner outweighs any administrative 
inconvenience to DHS, as detention facilities within the Cleveland jurisdiction are 

available, and transfer is not necessary for public safety. 

iv. Public Interest: Preventing arbitrary transfers upholds due process and ensures 

access to justice, serving the public interest. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Mr. Soliman prays that this Court grant the following relief: 

1. 

De 

Assume jurisdiction over this matter; 

Order Respondents to show cause why the writ should not be granted and, if necessary, set a 

hearing on this Petition within five days of the return, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2243; 

Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 65(b), Petitioner requests a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) 

to enjoin the United States from transferring or relocating Petitioner from the Butler County 

Jail to any facility outside the Cleveland Immigration Court’s jurisdiction until the bond 

motion is resolved. 

Petitioner requests that, following the TRO, this Court issue a preliminary injunction to 

maintain the status quo pending full adjudication of this habeas petition. 

Petitioner requests such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper, including 

6
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attorney’s fees and costs under the Equal Access to Justice Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2412, if 

applicable. 

6. Petitioner requests that the TRO be issued ex parte under Fed, R. Civ. P. 65(b)(1) because 

immediate and irreparable injury will result before Respondents can be heard in opposition, 

and DHS’s transfer may occur imminently and without warning, rendering the bond motion 

moot. Petitioner’s counsel has notified Respondents of this filing by sending this motion via 

email to DHS counsel at CLEOCCDutyAttorney@Ice.dhs.gov, and ICE-ERO operations at 

Detroit.Outreach@ice.dhs.gov the agencies posted email address for communications. 

Dated: July 11,2025 Respectfully submitted, 

_RoboettA. Ratliff 
_rennan, Manna and Diamond, LLC 
200 Public Square, Suite 1850 
Cleveland, OH 44114 

(216) 658-2323
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VERIFICATION 

I, Robert A. Ratliff, Counsel for Petitioner, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 

and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Date: July 11, 2025 

,Bfennan, Manna and Diamond, LLC 
200 Public Square, Suite 1850 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 658-2323
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this, the 11" day of July 2025, I have caused to be served via first class, 

United States Mail a copy of this: pleading with all exhibits to: 

DHS Office of Chief Counsel 

925 Keynote Road, Room 201 
Brooklyn Heights, OH 44131 

DHS-ICE, Blue Ash Field Office 

9875 Redhill Dr. 
Blue Ash, OH 45242 

Butler Country Sheriff's Office 
705 Hanover Street 

Hamilton, OH 45011 

Signed: 
ra 

Robert Aatlitt 
Brennan, Mannd and Diamond, LLC 
200 Public Square, Suite 1850 
Cleveland,OH 44114 
(216) 658-2323
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EXHIBIT A 

10
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AFFIDAVIT OF AYMAN SOLIMAN IN SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS 
CORPUS AND MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

1, Ayman Soliman, declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 that the 
following is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief: 

LL I am the Petitioner in the above-captioned case, and 1 am currently detained by 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) at the Butler County Jail, located in 

Hamilton, Ohio, within the Southern District of Ohio. 

I entered the United States lawfully on a B-2 visa on March 6, 2014. I applied for asylum 

within one year of my entry, and the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) granted my asylum on June 7, 2018. I maintained lawful status and employment 

authorization while pursuing permanent residency since that time. 

On June 3, 2025, USCIS revoked my asylum status. I am currently disputing those 

findings and seeking asylum in removal proceedings before the Cleveland Immigration 

Court. 

. On June 10, 2025 I received a Notice to Appear in Immigration Court. It was included 

with the notice of the revocation of my asylum status, in the same envelope. 

The court date was originally scheduled for July 3, 2025 at 2:30pm and on June 26" we 

received a Notice of Cancellation stating that they would schedule another hearing in the 

future. This was pursuant to my counsel’s request for rescheduling. 

L received a notice from ICE on June 23" directing me to attend an appointment on June 

25", I had to reschedule it because I had a doctor’s appointment on the same day. ICE 

notified me through my attorney that it was rescheduled for July 9". 

My attorney, Nazly Mamedova, was told by an ICE officer that this was a regular check 

in. 

On July 9" I showed up to my appointment as directed, accompanied by Nazly’s 

associate counsel, Julia Healy. 

I was surprised to see that there were two officer conducting the interview, who 

introduced themselves as ICE officer @0@0MREIND and FB] agent Qa 

10. QI proceeded to conduct the majority of the interview, and mostly asked 
questions about the political history of Egypt and my involvement with it as a journalist. 

11. He repeatedly asked about my views on Egyptian politicians and well known 

organizations in Egypt and in the surrounding Middle East area. 

12. He asked me about my family members and their political affiliations, which I confirmed 

they had none.
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13. He also asked about my life in the US and the organizations that I have worked for and 

been involved with, places I lived, worked, and traveled, and my political views. 

14. Both agents asked about my visa history, change of status, and application for asylum, 

including my mindset when applying for each. 

15. | was shocked that a regular ICE check-in ended up being an interview with the FBI that 

lasted over two hours. My attorneys stated that they were also not expecting this. 

16. At the end of the interview, the officers left the room to confer. They then returned and 

notified me that I was being placed under arrest. 

17. | witnessed my attorney ask them about the reason for my detention. She asked them why 

they had to detain me, since | was clearly not a flight risk or a threat to the community. 

They replied that the detention was not about those issues, but was simply due to me 

being out of lawful immigration status. QM explained that since my asylum 

was revoked, my immigration status reverts back to the status that I held most recently 

prior to asylum, which was R-1. He said that since | was only in valid R-| status fora 

few weeks, that I had been out of status for a long time, and therefore he had to detain 

me. 

18. My attorney offered that [ could wear an ankle monitor or check in with an app on my 

phone, but Qs unwilling to agree to these options. He stated that a new 

directive from the day before my appointment provided guidance stating that people 

should be detained if they lack immigration status. 

19. | was then escorted to a cell inside the ICE facility, where I stayed alone for 30 minutes. 

20. Then, they took my picture and fingerprints, and asked for biographical information such 

as my address and phone number. 

21. Then, I was handcuffed again, and taken to Butler County Jail, where I arrived, around 

1:45 or 2pm. 

22. I was held with a group of other people in an inmate waiting room from 2pm until 3am 

the next morning. 

23. 1 was allowed out of the room at 12a.m. to be processed into the systerg, where I was,, 

briefly interviewed about things like myftime, height, weight, and any health issues, and 

ie) gavé'tne'an inmate tracking bracelet. 

24. Then I was returned to the waiting room, and later entered my cell at 3:15am. 

25. My attorney, Julia Healy, has informed me that she came to the Butler County Jail around 

10:45 p.m. on July 9". She was informed that I was not at the facility yet. This is not 

correct, as I was being held in the inmate waiting room at that time.
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11. I'respectfully request-that this Court issuc a’writ of habeas corpus and a temporary 

restraining order to prevent ICE from transferring me from Butler County Jail to:any 

facility outside the Cleveland Immigration Court's jurisdiction until my bond motion is 

resolved. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true 

and correct. 

Date: July 10,2025 

Name: Ayman Soliman 

Signature: Beynon St hci 

Witness Certification: 

Julia Healy, aman attorney licensed to practice in the State’of Ohio and admitted to practice in the 
Southern District of Ohio. I personally witnessed. Ayman Soliman sign the:foregoing document‘on July: 10, 

2025, and to the best of my knowledge, he'did so knowingly and voluntarily: 

[declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing is true 

arid correct. 

Executed on July 10, 2025 at Cincinnati, Ohi 

Julia Healy, Esq, ae 
Bar No. 0104794 
julia@nazlylaw.com / 513-740-1092 
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Why ICE is really moving detainees hundreds of miles 
from where they were arrested 

enn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa 

Eric Levenson, Gloria Pazmino April 10, 2025 

ym 

From left to right, Badar Khan Suri, Rimeysa Ozttirk and Mahmoud Khalil 

AP/Reuters/CNN 

CNN — 

When Georgetown University fellow Badar Khan Suri was arrested by federal officers 

outside his home in Arlington, Virginia, so began a multistate, week-long journey in custody 

that would end in a rural jail over 1,000 miles away. 

An Indian national working as a professor and studying in the US on a visa, Khan Suri was 

handcuffed on March 17 and taken to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office 

in Chantilly, Virginia, for fingerprinting, DNA swabs and paperwork, according to an amended 

complaint filed by his attorneys. He was moved to a detention center in Farmville, Virginia, in 

the middle of the night, and then to an ICE office in Richmond. 

Next, he was taken to an airport, shackled, and flown to a detention facility in Alexandria, 

Louisiana. On March 20, Khan Suri was told he’d be sent to New York the next day, but he 

was instead driven to the Prairieland Detention Center in Alvarado, Texas. He was housed in 

https:/Awww.cnn.com/2025/04/1 0/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa
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a common room with a TV playing 21 hours a day, given a thin plastic mattress for a bed, 
went without religious accommodations for several days and was given “used, dirty 

underclothing” to wear, according to the lawsuit. 

In all, he was transferred 1,300 miles away from home even though two Virginia detention 

facilities were not operating at capacity, according to the lawsuit. The transfers to Louisiana 

and Texas, his attorneys argued, were “not necessary.” 

Khan Suri's whirlwind journey is not unique. Other detained immigrants, including Tufts 

University grad student Rimeysa Oztiirk and former Columbia University grad student 

Mahmoud Khalil, were taken on similarly circuitous routes to faraway facilities. All three were 

arrested near their homes in urban East Coast areas and swiftly shipped off to detention 

facilities in rural Louisiana and Texas. 

These transfers underscore ICE’s power in deciding where to house detained migrants — a 

power that some immigration attorneys say the Trump administration is now using to move 

disfavored migrants far from their attorneys, families and support systems. 

“We've always seen transfers within the immigration system,” explained Adriel D. Orozco, 

senior policy counsel at the American Immigration Council, an immigrant advocacy group. “I 

hadn't seen such a drastic transfer system, in the sense of sending folks from the Northeast 

all the way down to the South. That seems to be more of a change under this Trump 2.0.” 

Khan Suri’s attorneys argued in their amended complaint that the moves represent a new 

government policy “to retaliate and punish noncitizens” like him who support Palestinian 

rights or are critical of Israeli policy. 

“DHS has issued a directive that all individuals who are subject to the policy be transferred to 

detention centers in the south of the United States to jurisdictions that Respondents perceive 

will be more favorable to them, and where they will be far away from their families and 

attorneys, and therefore unable to promptly challenge their detention,” the filing states. 

ICE says detention is ‘non-punitive’ 

For its part, ICE defends its transfer decisions in terms of practicality and logistics. A 

spokesperson for the agency did not comment on any other reasons as suggested in Khan 

Suri's complaint. 

The agency says on its website that detention is “non-punitive” and that it uses “limited 

detention resources to detain aliens to secure their presence for immigration proceedings or 

removal from the United States.” 

https:/Avww.cnn.comv/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa
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Most immigration detention facilities are located along the southern border with Mexico. In 
fact, about half of all ICE detainees in the US are held in Texas and Louisiana, according to 

data from Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC), a nonpartisan data 

research organization that tracks immigration records. 

Their transfers across multiple state lines have sparked jurisdictional battles between the US 

government and attorneys representing Oztiirk, Khalil, Khan Suri and others. While those 

battles play out, they continue to be held in custody more than a thousand miles from home. 

None of them have had their motions for release decided by a judge, and the legality of their 

detention have yet to be considered by the courts. None of them have been charged with a 

crime. 

These types of interstate transfers have long frustrated immigration attorneys, who say they 

can be a form of “judge-shopping” to friendlier districts and limit migrants’ ability to contact 

their lawyers and families. 

“Part of the problem is they can be picked up and moved around like chess pieces, and that 

goes back many years,” immigration attorney Neil A. Weinrib told CNN last month. “They've 

always done that deliberately.” 

For Oztiirk, Khalil and Khan Suri — each detained in connection to their apparent pro- 

Palestinian views — the underlying explanation for being moved thousands of miles away 

may be less relevant than its devastating impact. 

While his jurisdictional battle plays out, Khalil, who is a permanent legal US resident, is 

sitting inside the Central Louisiana ICE Processing Center, counting down the days until his 

wife is due to give birth later this month. 

“Justice escapes the contours of this nation’s immigration facilities,” Khalil wrote in a public 

letter dictated to his attorneys by phone last month. 

“Who has the right to have rights? It is certainly not the humans crowded into the cells here. 

It isn’t the Senegalese man | met who has been deprived of his liberty for a year, his legal 

situation in limbo and his family an ocean away. It isn’t the 21-year-old detainee | met, who 

stepped foot in this country at age nine, only to be deported without so much as a hearing.” 

The migrants’ many moves post-arrest 

Court filings on behalf of Khalil, Oztiirk and Khan Suri show the challenges migrants face in 

the detention system, including the whiplash of being arrested and shipped across the 

country. 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/1 O/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa
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In video of Khalil's arrest, recorded by his wife, she can be heard asking officers multiple 

times where they are taking her husband. After ignoring her for several minutes, one of the 

officers says he’s being taken to 26 Federal Plaza — the Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement District Office in Lower Manhattan. 

The moment set off a chain of events that are still being litigated in court. 

The Jena/La Salle ICE detention facility where Mahmoud Khalil is being held in Louisiana. 

Edmund Fountain/Reuters 

As officers drove Khalil downtown, his lawyer raced to file a habeas corpus motion —a 

petition to determine whether someone is being held legally — in a federal court in New York. 

The process took several hours and required Khalil’s attorney to work into the night. 

By the time the motion was filed, Khalil had been moved across the Hudson River to a 

detention facility in Elizabeth, New Jersey, without notice to his attorney. The government 

later told a judge the New Jersey detention center was unsuitable “because the facility was 

dealing with bedbug issues” and lack of space. Hours later, again without notifying his 

counsel, he was put on a plane from JFK airport to Dallas and then to Louisiana. 

fhttps:/Avww.cnn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa AIT
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“Throughout this process, Mr. Khalil felt as though he was being kidnapped,” Khalil's 
attorneys wrote in documents to the court. “He was reminded of prior experience fleeing 

arbitrary detention in Syria and forced disappearance of his friends in Syria in 2013.” 

Following oral arguments on Khalil’s jurisdictional battle two weeks ago, his attorneys 
accused the government of purposely transferring not just Khalil but all the other student 
detainees. Ramzi Kaseem, one of the attorneys on Khalil's legal team described the moves 

to CNN as part of a coordinated strategy on the government's part. 

“It's this shell game where the government is trying to make it hard for lawyers to prevent 
them from doing this so that they can pick the court where they want these cases to move 

forward,” Kaseem said. “For some reason they think Louisiana gives them home court 
advantage. They want to cut people off from their communities, from their base of support, 
from their lawyers, from their families, from their schools, their friends and isolate them so 

that they can deport them in silence.” 

Badar Khan Suri was arrested outside Washington DC and moved to the Prairieland 

Detention Center in Alvarado, Texas. 

Louis DeLuca/The Dallas Morning News/AP 

In Oztiirk’s case, ICE officers determined there would be “no available bedspace’” for Ozttirk 

in the New England region prior to arresting her, attorneys for the US Attorney's Office in 

Boston said in a filing. 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa 5/7
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But the lack of resources did not stop them from launching a dash across three states as 

they tried to find room — something her attorneys challenged later in court, saying the 

government had facility options in the New England area but simply declined to use them. 

Her attorneys told a Boston court last week they were unable to locate her for several hours 
as immigration officers bounced her around the region. 

First, Ozttirk was moved to Methuen, Massachusetts; then to Lebanon, New Hampshire; and 
then to St. Albans, Vermont, where she was held overnight, according to court documents. 
From there she was transferred to Alexandria, Louisiana, followed by a final stop at the 
South Louisiana Correctional Facility in Basile — over 1,600 miles from her home in Boston. 

“This all happened without notice to the court, without notice to her counsel,” Oztiirk’s 

attorneys told reporters following a hearing in Boston last week. 

Why ICE really moves detainees 

One key explanation for why the government moves detainees to faraway facilities is 

because the majority of detention facilities are located in the southern US. 

The ICE detention system is made up of hundreds of jails, prisons and other facilities, and 

many are concentrated along the border with Mexico, according to TRAC. Texas houses 

over 12,000 detainees, by far the most of any state, followed by Louisiana with about 7,000 

detainees, according to March data from TRAC. 

As of March 17, there was an average daily population of about 40,000 ICE detainees — 

meaning Texas and Louisiana house about half of all people in the detention system. By 

contrast, Massachusetts held just about 400 detainees on average, New York held about 650 

detainees and Virginia held about 750, TRAC data shows. 

The government generally has a lot of power in choosing where to house detained migrants, 

Orozco explained. 

“Unfortunately, there is a lot of discretion — at least, ICE states they have a lot of discretion — 

in where they decide to transfer individuals, and they've acted in that manner,” he said. 

Immigration attorneys and civil rights advocates have sharply criticized many of these 

facilities for mistreating migrants and preventing them from properly defending their cases. 

They say the isolated nature of these rural detention facilities makes it difficult for migrants to 

communicate with attorneys, family and friends. 

“When I’ve had clients, the difficulty there is not having a support system, not knowing what's 

going to happen to you inside of those facilities. (That) can make it so that person decides 

that they just want to leave,” Orozco said. 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa
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For example, Orozco noted one former client who had been in the US for over 10 years, was 

married to a permanent legal resident and had two US citizen children. “But after three 

months (in detention) she said she couldn't take being in that facility anymore, and so she 

decided to accept her removal and leave the United States,” Orozco said. 

An ICE spokesperson did not comment on the attorney’s allegations of detention location 

being used as a punishment. 

The isolation and difficult conditions in these facilities is a form of coercion, the nonprofit 

advocacy group Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights said in a 2024 report on the Louisiana 

immigration detention system. 

“In NOLAICE detention, officials isolate people with viable defenses to deportation from the 

legal and language resources needed to fairly present their claims,” the report stated. “And 

they use abusive treatment in punitive conditions to coerce people into renouncing those 

claims and accepting deportation to escape the misery of detention.” 

Immigration attorneys have also criticized these detention transfers as a form of judge- 

shopping. The idea is that the judge or appeals court in Texas or Louisiana under the Fifth 

Circuit Court of Appeals is likely to have more conservative legal views and be friendlier to 

the Trump administration’s actions than a court in New York or Massachusetts. Trump 

appointed six of the active judges on the Fifth Circuit, in addition to some two-dozen Trump 

appointees who sit in the district courts the circuit covers. 

“| think that there’s maybe that kind of determination being made given that we're not seeing 

every person sent to Texas or Louisiana, so they're being very selective as to making sure 

that some of these folks are being sent to these facilities,” Orozco said. 

Whatever the underlying reasons, court filings show the transfers have had harsh personal 

consequences for Khalil, Oztiirk and Suri. 

“His children keep asking their mother when their father will come home,” Suri’s filing states. 

“Dr. Khan Suri normally holds his older son every night at bedtime, helping him fall asleep. 

Lately, his son has been crying uncontrollably and has stopped speaking. He is worried 

especially about his older son.” 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/10/us/immigration-detainees-trump-ice-students-visa WT
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