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‘United States, ) 

) 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW ) 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

) 

COMPLAINT FOR INJOUNCTIVE RELIEF 

INTRODUCTION 

t 

1, Plaintiff Claudia Alvarenga Espana ("Plaintiff or "Mrs. Alvarenga"), A# <= _ is 

a native and citizen of Guatemala who has lived in the United States since 2010. She is 

was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement ("ICE") at the Washington 

Field Office at 14797 Murdock Street Chantilly, VA 20151 United States on June 3, 2025. 

Plaintiff's immigration attorney filed a stay of removal on ICE at the Washington Field 

Office on June 4, 2025, in person, At this time, ICE informed Plaintiff's immigration 

attorney that she was currently at Caroline Detention Center and the filing of the stay 

would freeze her removal process for 7 days. 

Plaintiff’s immigration attorney received a notification via ERO email notification at 

12:48AM that she had been moved from Caroline Detention Center to South Louisiana 

ICE Processing Center despite the filing of a stay of removal on‘June 4, 2025. 

Plaintiff is the lawful applicant for asylum under INA §208. Her removal would cut her 

off from the possibility of humanitarian reinstatement and adjustment of status. 

Plaintiff is also statutorily eligible for cancellation of removal under INA § 240A(b), yet 

ICE seeks to remove her before she can present this relief before an immigration judge. A 

notice to appear was issued in 

Plaintiff is under imminent threat of removal without a hearing, violating her statutory 

and constitutional rights. Removal would irreparably separate her from her family and 

foreclose relief to which she is legally eligible and applied for. 

Plaintiff seeks an emergency injunction enjoining ICE from removing or transferring her 

until the Court resolves the merits of her petition, 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

lL. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, which provides federal question 

jurisdiction over cases arising under Constitution, federal laws, or treaties of the United 

States, including immigration and due process claims,
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2. 

3. 

Additionally, 28 U.S.C. § 2241 authorizes federal courts to grant habeas corpus relief to 

individuals who are “in custody” in violation of the Constitution, federal laws, or treaties 

of the United States. 

Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391 (b)(2) because Plaintiff was arrested at the ICE 

Washington Field Office in Chantilly, Virginia and then was subsequently housed at 

Caroline Detention Center at the time of the filing of the stay of removal on June 4, 2025, 

which is located within the jurisdiction of the Eastern District of Virginia, It wasn’t until 

afier the stay was filed with the Washington Field Office that Mrs. Alvarenga Espana was 

moved to Louisiana. 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff Claudia Alvarenga Espana ("Plaintiff" or "Mrs, Alvarenga"), A# ll is 

a native and citizen of Guatemala who has lived in the United States since 2010. 

Defendant U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the agency within the 

Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) responsible for the enforcement of federal 

immigration laws, including detention and removal of noncitizens. ICE is the agency 

detaining Plaintiff and has authority over her removal. | 

Defendant Todd M. Lyons is the Acting Director of ICE. In his official capacity, he 

oversees all ICE operations nationwide, including detention and removal decisions. He is 

responsible for setting and enforcing ICE policy and may authorize or delay removal of 

noncitizens in ICE custody. 

Defendant Paul Capicchioni is the Assistant Field Office Director for the ICE Washington 

Field Office; which has jurisdiction over Caroline Detention Center and Plaintiffs 

custody, He oversees enforcement and removal operations in the region and is directly 

involved in making decisions about Plaintiff's detention and removal. 

Defendant U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is the federal department under 

which ICE operates. DHS sets policies and guidelines for immigration enforcement and 

is legally responsible for Plaintiff’s detention and removal under federal immigration law. 

Defendant Kristi Noem is the Secretary of DHS, In her official capacity, she is the 

highest-ranking official in DHS and is ultimately responsible for the operations, policies, 

and actions of ICE and other immigration-related subagencies, including compliance with 

constitutional and statutory requirements. 

Defendant Paul Perry is the Warden of Caroline Detention Center, the facility where 

Plaintiff was detained at the time of the filing of the stay of removal. As warden, he had












