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ANSWER TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Petitioner Zuhir Zin Eddin (“Petitioner”) brings an Amended Petition for Writ of 

Habeas Corpus (the “Petition”) challenging his detention pending removal pursuant to 

the Fifth Amendment’s Due Process Clause and Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678 

(2001). See Petition, ECF No. 6. In his Petition, Petitioner seeks immediate release 

from detention. 

Petitioner is subject to a final order of removal. Respondents are currently seeking 

travel documents to remove Petitioner to multiple countries and now answer the Petition 

as follows. 

Il. RELEVANT FACTS AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

The following background facts are offered as not in dispute from Plaintiffs 

Petition, ECF No. 6, and the Declaration of Cane Langill (“Langill Decl.””), ECF No, 12- 

1. 

Petitioner is a native and citizen of Syria and is a member of the Druze minority. 

Petition {| 17; Langill Decl. 44. Petitioner attempted to enter the United States without 

inspection near El Paso, Texas, from Mexico. Petition 4 17; Langill Decl. 45. Petitioner 

was served with a Notice to Appear after receiving a positive credible fear determination 

from an asylum officer on January 30, 2024. Langill Decl. 4 6. On April 24, 2024, 

Petitioner filed a Form 1-589, Application for Asylum, Withholding of Removal, and 

Withholding of Removal under the Convention Against Torture before the El Paso 

Immigration Court. Jd. | 7. The immigration court held a hearing on June 14, 2024, and 

granted Petitioner withholding of removal under section 241(b)(3) of the Immigration 

and Nationality Act. /d. {| 8; Petition {| 18. Petitioner was ordered “removed to Any 

Country EXCEPT Syria.” Petition § 18. On December 9, 2024, Petitioner filed a Form 

I-821: Application for Temporary Protected Status (“TPS”) with United States 

Immigration and Citizenship Services. /d. {| 19; Langill Decl. {j 9. 

On February 25, 2025, Petitioner was detained following a scheduled check-in 
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Pctition,… ,and the lttsi理 :凶山ュILdヒ:LMК .工anニユ (“ Langill Decl."), ECF No.12-
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with ICE. Petition § 20, Langill Decl. 10. ICE provided Petitioner’s case information 

to the Department of State on March 18, 2025, to assist with possible third-country 

removal. Langill Decl. 4] 11. Requests were submitted to Mexico and Venezuela on 

April 4, 2025, to determine if those countries would accept Petitioner. Jd. 12. Those 

requests remain unanswered. /d. 

On July 16, 2025, ICE’s Office of Enforcement and Removal Operations received 

guidance that it could no longer send requests directly to foreign countries to accept 

third-country nationals, and to contact Removal Management Division as soon as 

possible if a noncitizen requires third country of removal. /d. {| 14. On August 1, 2025, 

an email was sent to the Removal Management Division, advising them that Petitioner 

has withholding of removal and needs a third country of removal. /d. § 15. Petitioner 

remains in ICE custody. /d. 4] 16. 

Hil. APPLICABLE LAW 

A. Detention during removal period 

Petitioner’s detention is authorized under is 8 U.S.C. § 1231 (a)(2), which provides 

that “[d]uring the removal period, the Attorney General shall detain the alien.” 8 U.S.C. 

§ 1231(a)(2). Under 8 U.S.C. § 1231 (a)(1)(A), the government generally has 90 days to 

facilitate the alien’s removal. Thai v. Ashcroft, 366 F.3d 790, 793 (9th Cir. 2004) 

(citation omitted); see also 8 ULS.C. § 1231) (a)(1)(A). Where removal cannot be 

accomplished within the 90-day removal period, continued detention is authorized by & 

U.S.C. § 1231(a)(6) (“An alien ordered removed ... who has been determined by the 

Attorney General to be a risk to the community or unlikely to comply with the order of 

removal, may be detained beyond the removal period...”). 

In Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678 (2001), the Supreme Court held that 8 U.S.C, 

§ 1231(a)(6) contained an implicit “reasonable time” limitation. Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 

682. The Court concluded that, for the sake of uniform administration in the federal 

courts, six months was a presumptively reasonable period of detention pending removal. 

Id. at 701. The Court elaborated: 
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with ICE.PetitiOn¶ 20,Langill:Dccl.¶ 10.ICE providcd Pctitioner's case infonnation

to thc I)cpartnlcnt of Statc on March 18,2025,to assist with possiblc tllird― country

removal.Langill Decl.¶ 11.Requcsts wcrc subinhed to Mexico and Venezuela on

Apri1 4,2025,to dctcrminc ifthosc countnes would accept Pctitioner.I″ ¶12.Thosc
rcqucsts renlain unanswcrcd. ′グ:

(I)n July 16,2025,ICIE's()fficc of Enforccrncnt and Rcnloval()pcrations rcccivcd

guidancc that it could no longer send rcqucsts dircctly to forcign countrlcs to acccpt

third― country nationals,and to contact Rcnloval ManagenlcntI)ivision as soon as

possible ifa noncitizen rcquircs third country ofrcmoval. Iセ ′¶14.(Dn Allgust l,2025,

an cnlail、vas sentto the Removal Management E)ivision,advising thenl that Pctitioncr

has withholding ofrcmoval and nccds a tllird country of removal.I″ ¶15.Pctitioncr
rcmains in ICE custody.I″ ¶16.
III. APPLICABLE LAヽ V

A.   11)etention during renloval period

PCtitiOnCr'S dCtCntiOn iS authOrlZCd under iS 8.」 i』.」ll.≦ :2.L.§.」L2il.1.(a〕【2),ヽVhiCh prOVidCS

that“ [d]unng thc rcmoval pcriod,thc A杖 olncy Gcncral shall dctain thc alicn.''叫

主⊥2コ【二【笙 UndCr■uS【L主上渥■但XDαユ thC gOVCmmCnt gCnCrany haS 90 dayStO
ねcilitatc the alicn's rcmoval.動 αJ′ Иsた′9β,lα壼墨止,■ュ望 (9th Ci■ 2004)

(citation omitteの ;s“ αノsο &LュΩ』ュ墾I」皇ェ戯.Whcre removal cannot bc
aCConlpliShCd Within thC 90-day rClΥ 10Val pCr10d,COntinuCd dCtCntiOn iS authOrlZCd by 8

旦三LCLミユ2■EユX丘)(“An alicn ordered rcmovcd.… who has bccn dctcnnincd by thc
Attorllcy Gcncral to bc a risk to thc corninunity or unlikcly to comply、 vith the ordcr of

remOVal,‐rnay be detained beyOnd the rell10Val penOd… .").

In Zαグ1タグαs,Dανブs,IBュ型正L丘墾 (2001),thc Suprcmc Cou■ hcld that&二上sK■

ミ 2コ 垂 Ⅸ O CO正 ainCd an impliCit“ rCaSOnablC time"limitatiOn.Zα グッ グαS,墨 ■ ■ ■ ユ

182. ・「 hC COulllCOnCludCd that,fOr thC SakC Ofunif01‐ 1■l adininiStratiOn in thC fCdCral

courts,six inonths、vas a prcsunlptivcly rcasonable pcriod ofdetention pending rellloval.

′グ.at 701. Thc Court claboratcd:
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After this 6—-month period, once the alien provides good reason to believe that 

there is no significant likelihood of removal in the reasonably foreseeable 

future, the Government must respond with evidence sufficient to rebut that 

showing ... This 6—-month presumption, of course, does not mean that every 

alien not removed must be released after six months. To the contrary, an alien 

may be held in confinement until it has been determined that there is no 

significant likelihood of removal in the reasonably foreseeable future. 

Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 701. 

Thus, even when an alien is detained for longer than six months, the alien is not 

automatically entitled to habeas relief. He still has the burden to show that there is 

“good reason to believe that there is no significant likelihood of removal in the 

reasonably foreseeable future.” /d.; see also Clark v. Suarez-Martinez, 543 U.S. 371, 

377-78 (2005). The Ninth Circuit has held that meeting this burden requires the alien to 

show that he “is unremovable because the destination country will not accept him or his 

removal is barred by our own laws.” Prieto-Romero v. Clark, 534 F.3d 1053, 1063 (9th 

Cir. 2008). Only if the alien can make this showing does the burden shift to 

Respondents to provide rebuttal evidence. Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 701. 

B. Temporary Protected Status 

The TPS program “provides humanitarian relief to foreign nationals in the United 

States who come from specified countries.” Sanchez v. Mayorkas, 593 U.S, 409, 412 

(2021). Under this program, a country experiencing “dangerous conditions arising from 

armed conflicts or natural disasters” can be designated for protection, thereby allowing 

citizens of that country already present in the United States to obtain TPS. Hernandez v. 

Garland, 47 F.4th 908, 910 (9th Cir. 2022); see 8 U.S.C. § 1254a(b), (c)). TPS 

“protects aliens from removal for the duration of their country’s designation and allows 

them to work in the United States.” Hernandez, 47 F.4th at 910. Unlawful entry 

“generally does not preclude” TPS status. /d.; see 8ULS.C. § 1254a(c)(2)(A)(1). 

The statute further states that, “‘[i]n the case of an alien who establishes a prima 

facie case of eligibility for [TPS] benefits . . . the alien shall be provided such benefits” 
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Zαグッ物 S,S■L■塁ユ飢 .

′
I｀hus,cvcn、 vhcn an alicn is dctaincd for longcr than six nlonths,thc alicn is not

alltonlatically entitled to habeas reliel He sti11 1las the burden to sho、 v that thcrc is

``g。。d rcason to bclicvc tllat thcrc is no sigrlincant likclih。 。d ofrcllloval in the

rCaSOnablyお rCSCCablC imrC.''I″ ;S“ α′Sο C′α所 ′ Sνα″″ ―■4α″′J″″ ,54■ uS二 重 上

I西[-78(2005).Thc Ninth Circuit has held that mccting this burdcn rcquircs thc alicn tO
show that hc``is unrcnlovablc bccausc thc dcstination country、 ′ili not acccpt hin1 0r his

rCmOValiS barCd by Our OWn laWS.''P″ たわ ―Rο″′″ο ツ.Cあ ′た ユ理L巳■止上∝ 豊 _Ш 丘ユ (9th

Cir.2008).Only ifthe alicn can inake this showing docs thc burdcn shin to

Respondents to providc rcbuttal cvidcncc.Zα ′νツグαs,二1■■LsLaLZQl.
IBI.   ′I｀enlporary IProtected Status
・
「 hc´FPS progralll``providcs hunlanital・ lan rclicfto forcign nationals in tllc Unitcd

states who comc■。m spccincd countries.''sα″εヵ′zレ 1´

`fα
ッ。″たαs,52■Lュ」■と豊2

(2021).Undcr this program,a country cxpcncncing“ dangcrous conditions arising iom

arnlcd conflicts or natural disastcrs''can bc dcsignatcd for protcctioll,thcrcby a1lowing

citizcns ofthat country alrcady prcsent in tllc Unitcd Statcs to obtain TI)S. I′ i′′・″α″グ|′zソ .

Gα″″油生生LE4山≦Ю塁二狙■(9th Ci■ 2022);s′′ュェLscLミユ22L』』,色工じ TPS
``protccts alicns nronl rcnlova1 1。 r thc duration ofthcir country's dcsignation and all。 、vs

thCm tO WOrk in thC United Statcs.''〃 iθ″″α′グ′z,生LE`」とこり■Ω.UnlaWful Cntry
“generally dOeS nOt preClude''TPS StatuS.Iセ ′ ;S′′塁 L!`.SL`こ L.玉:_12』:`la(c)(二

'D(Z〕

卜)(11).

Thc statutc nl■ hcr statcs that,``[i]n thc casc of an alicn who cstablishcs a prinla

ね CiC CaSe Ofeligibiliけ fOr[TPS]benCitS_■ hC alien Shall be prOVidCd SuCh bCneitS"
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“until a final determination” is made. 8 U.S.C. § 1254a(a)(4)(B); see also 8 C.F.R. § 

244 .5(b) (“Upon the filing of an application for [TPS], the alien shall be afforded 

temporary treatment benefits, if the application establishes the [noncitizen's] prima facie 

eligibility for [TPS].”). The regulations define “prima facie” as “eligibility established 

with the filing of a completed application for [TPS] containing factual information that if 

unrebutted will establish a claim for eligibility” under the statute. 8 C_F.R. § 244.1. 

C. __Petitioner’s detention 

Here, it is undisputed that Petitioner has been detained since February 25, 2025, 

which is less than six months. Respondents do not dispute that Petitioner has a pending 

TPS application and has established prima facie eligibility under the statute. Thus, 

Petitioner cannot be removed until his application is denied or Syria is no longer a 

designated country. ICE continues to seek Petitioner’s removal to third countries, which 

can be effectuated after his TPS application is resolved. 

Respondents have no additional documents or information to provide to the Court 

at this time. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Respondents respectfully submit that Petitioner’s Habeas Petition is now ripe for 

adjudication. Respondents do not believe that an evidentiary hearing 1s required. 

Dated: August 15, 2025 Respectfully submitted, 

BILAL A. ESSAYLI 

DAVID MHARRIS > 
Chet orl Divsen 
DANIEL A. BECK 
Assistant United States ee a 
Chief, Complex and Defensive Litigation Section 

/s/Ryan C. Chapman 
RYAN C. CHAPMAN 
Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorneys for Respondents 
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“until a inal dCtCrmin江 10n"iS madC 8.1』 」:LC」:L」25:生4ごL〔1)(I]豊:S“ αおο■ CIR二

Z生 興 い (“UpOn thC■ling Of an appliCatiOnお r[TPS],the aliCn Shall bC afbrdCd

tcmporaヮ treatment bcncnts,if thc applic■ ion establishes tlle[noncitizen's]prima icie

Cligibiliサ お r[TPS].").The rCgulatiOnS dCinC“ primaぬ CiC"aS“ Cligibiliサ CStabliShCd

Witll thC■ ling Of a COmplCtCd appliCatiOn fOr[TPS]COntainingね CmalinfOrmatiOn thatif

unrCb血 Cd Will CStabliSh a Claim b Cligibiliげ 'undCr■ C StattltC.■ Cエ ム _仁24■

C.   1)etitioner's detention

IIcrc,itis undisputcd that Pctitioncr has bccn dctaincd sincc Fcbruary 25,2025,

、vhich is less than six lllonths. Respondents do not disputc that Pctitioncr has a pcnding

TPS application and has cstablishcd prima facie cligibility undcr thc statute.Thus,

Pctitioncr cannot bc rcnllovcd until his aipplication is denied or Syria is no 10ngcr a

dcsignatcd country. I(3E continucs to scck:Pctitioner's rcmoval to third countrics,which

can bc cffcctuatcd all:cr his TIPS application is rcsolvcd.

R_cspondcnts havc no additional docunlcnts or infornlation to providc tO thc Court

at this timc.

IV. CONCLUS10N
Rcspondcnts rcspcctitllly subnlit that Pctitioner's Habeas Petition is now ripc for

adjudication.Rcspondcnts do not belicve that an cvidcntiary hcanng is rcquircd.

Rcspcctfιllly submittcd,

BILAL A.ESSAYLI
Acting United Statcs AttomevDAV:[DM.HARRIS    ´
Assistant Unitcd Statcs A■ orncv
Chict Civil Division    ~DANIEL A.BECK
Assistant I_Initcd Statcs A■orncv
Chict Complcx and I)efensive LitigatiOn Section

RYANC.CHAPMAN
Assistant Unitcd Statcs Attorney

Attorncys for Rcspondcnts
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DECLARATION OF CANE LANGILL 

I, Cane Langill, do hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. Iam employed as a Deportation Officer (“DO”) by the 

Page 1of2 PageID 

U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (“DHS”), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”), 

Office of Enforcement and Removal Operations (“ERO”). 

°F 

Processing Center. I have reviewed documents contained in Petitio 

file”) and/or other official government records related to Petitioner’s r 

I am currently assigned to the ERO Los Angeles Field Office, Adelanto 

pee s alien file (“A- 

>moval proceedings, 

and unless otherwise stated, this declaration is based on that review. If called as a witness, 

I could and duesalt competently testify thereto. 

3. 

of my duties, I reviewed the case of Zuhir Zin Eddin (ZIN EDDIN). I 
case on or about July 7, 2025. 

4. |The Petitioner, ZIN EDDIN, is a native and citizen of S} 

Ss. On or about December 21, 2023, ZIN EDDIN, attempte; 

States without inspection near El] Paso, Texas from Mexico. 

6. On or about January 30, 2024, ZIN EDDIN was serv 

Appear (NTA) after receiving a positive credible fear determinati 

‘My responsibilities as DO include the review of detained 

officer. 

7. |On or about April 24, 2024, ZIN EDDIN filed Form I- 

Asylum, Withholding of Removal, and Withholding of Removal ut 

Against Torture before the El Paso Immigration Court. 

8. On or about June 14, 2024, an immigration judge in E 

merits hearing on ZIN EDDIN’S applications for relief, and gt 

Withholding of Removal under §241(b)(3) of the Immigration and N; 

9. ‘Onor about December 9, 2024, ZIN EDDIN filed a For 

for senpea Protected Status (TPS) that is currently pending adjuc 

10. 'Onor about February 25, 2025, ICE — ERO detained ZI 

l 

alien cases. As part 

was assigned to this 

yria. 

d to enter the United 

ed with a Notice to 

on from an asylum 

589, Application for 

ider the Convention 

| Paso, Texas held a 

anted ZIN EDDIN 

ationality Act (INA). 

m I-821: Application 

lication. 

N EDDIN. 
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DEC TION OF CANE

Filed 08/■5/25  Pag

LANGILL

fS a.

|

I,Canё

UoS.Depalinent of

ty(“DHS"),U.S.ImmigmtiOn md Customs E

d ()nEce, Adelanto

■le")〔m″or.other
|

o伍erwl
|

I cOuld and寺 0

Ofmy duties,I“viewed■e case ofZuhr Zin Eddin(ZIN EDDDl).
case on or品o■ ■ly 7,2025.

1

4.

5.

States wi伍

6.

I― 89,

merits he"ing on ZIN EDDIN'S"plimtionsお r“liei md tcd Z卜I EDDIN

9, 1 0n or about December 9,2024,ZIN EDDIN■ led a F

10n or alx)ut Apri1 24.2024.ZIN EDDIN aled Form

l■holding of Removal,md Wi■holdhg of Removal

おr Temp°ηryPr°teCted
10.  |(:)n or about

1

EDDIN.
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11. “Onor about March 18, 2025, case information for ZIN EDDIN was provided 

to the Department of State to assist with possible third country removal. 

12. On or about April 4, 2025, requests of acceptance of alien were submitted to 

Mexico and Venezuela. The requests remained unanswered. 

13. Onor about July 25, 2025, the Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA) 

-|| for-ICE -inquired--about--whether ZIN-EDDIN would be considered for release from |. 

custody. I escalated the inquiry to my supervisor who indicated that ZIN EDDIN will} 

remain in detention while we continue for a third country of removal. 

14. Onor about July 16, 2025, we received guidance that we 

requests to foreign governments to accept third country nationals (TCN) under INA §241/ 

8 USC §1231, and to contact Removal Management Division as soon as possible if a 

noncitizen requires third country of removal. 

15. Onor about August 1, 2025, an email was sent to the Removal Management 

Division, advising them that ZIN EDDIN has Withholding of Removal and needs a third 

country of removal. 

16. ZIN EDDIN remains in custody at the Desert View Annex detention facility. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 11" day of August 2025, at Los Angeles, California. 
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